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Minutes for the Meeting of Birdingbury Parish Council 
20th November 2012, held at The Birbury, Birdingbury 

 
Present  
 Councillors: D Turner (Chair), I Tipton (Vice-Chair), G Davy, T Healey and C. Morton.  

Borough Councillor Hazelton. 
 
In Attendance 

 

 Joanna Bloomfield (Clerk) and one member of the public. 
 

  1. Welcome and apologies for absence. 
Councillor Turner opened the meeting and welcomed those present.   Councillor 
Morton and Borough Councillor Hazelton were both expected. 
 

  2. To accept apologies for absence. 
There were no apologies for absence to accept. 
 

  3. Declarations of interest. 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

  4. Representations from the public. 
There were no representations from the public. 
 

  5. Minutes of the last meeting. 
The minutes of the Parish Council held on 16th October 2012 were unanimously 
approved and signed as a true record. 
 

  6. The New Bus Shelter.   Councillor Turner reported that she had written a cheque 
for the timber to line the roof and for the soffits and would claim this money back 
(see Financial Issues below) and that Chris Barney had received quotes for the 
notice boards, as discussed at the October PCM, and these were in budget.   
Councillor Davy reported that the mosaics had been finished.   The Clerk reported 
that the frame had been insured by Zurich, at no extra cost. 
 

  7. The Jitty.  The Jitty steps and hand rail had been completed in the previous week. 
 

  8. Annual Precept Application 2013 – 2014.   After some discussion concerning 
the setting of the Precept, including the fact that the last increase was four years 
ago and that the Council did not wish to be in a position where it could not 
respond to any local need, it was decided to request of maximum of £6,200 or up 
to any cap that RBC may impose, whichever is the lower amount.   As RBC had not 
yet indicated the level of the cap, if any, the Clerk would apply for the Precept 
once the situation has been finalised. 
 
Action 
Clerk to apply for Precept once a request has been received. 
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  9. Report from Borough Councillor. 
Councillor Hazelton reported: 

1. He had attended Gordon Collect’s funeral – the family was very appreciative 
of the numbers attending. 

2. Councillor Tipton had made a presentation at the Emergency and Flood 
Planning Workshop on how Birdingbury Parish Council had gone about 
preparing the Emergency Plan. 
(Councillor Morton arrived) 

3. Ruling from Legal Planner: if a Parish Council is not expecting large 
expansion in own village, it should prepare a Parish Plan only, NOT a 
Neighbourhood Plan.   Parish Councils were being encouraged to bring 
their Parish Plan up to date at least every three years: this would make it 
easier to resist any development.   Although Birdingbury is an area of non-
development, it is encouraged on farm buildings for business and housing, 
including sheds and barns.  After some discussion it was decided that the 
Chair would invite a Planning Officer to attend the Birdingbury Parish 
Council meeting in January with the intention of putting the update to the 
April Village meeting.   The update could take the form of an attachment to 
the original Parish Plan, rather than re-doing the whole document. 

4. A Debenhams Store was being opened in Elliot Fields. 
5. WCC Armed Forces Community Covenant – source of funding for 

community activities – details on website. 
6. The County Highways Team are looking for local Snow Wardens within the 

Parish Council who would act as a single point of contact, and a deputy.   
After some discussion it was decided that Councillor Turner would 
volunteer to be Birdingbury Snow Warden with Councillor Davy acting as 
her deputy.    Borough Councillor Hazelton also brought to the Council’s 
attention the recently published WCC Road Gritting Plan.   The Council 
asked if he could exert his influence to have the area around the War 
Memorial gritted, as the inclined junction between Main Street and Marton 
Road always caused problems.  Borough Councillor Hazelton further 
informed the Council that if they wished to buy extra grit bins, then WCC 
will then fill them up. 

7. As a result of Borough Councillor Hazelton’s intervention, the hole in the 
verge on Long Itchington Road had been filled in and reflector spikes 
mounted each side.   The Council asked that he further use his influence to 
report that this was only sufficient temporarily – the manhole needs to be 
dropped to ground level to prevent it from moving again in the future. 

 
Action 
Councillor Turner to invite Planning Officer to Birdingbury Parish Council 
meeting in January. 
 

10. Playing Field Hedge.   Councillor Davy reported that the elder had been 
removed.  The Playing Field Committee had received 104 plants to go in during 
the weekend, probably Saturday but dependent on the weather.  Chestnut paling 
would be used for any gaps.   The horse chestnut trees were now of sufficient size 
not to need re-strapping. 
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11. Reports from Councillors. 

 Councillor Morton:  reported that work began on the Jitty steps 7.30am 
Monday morning and was finished by 11.20am.   Whilst clearing out his 
garage he had found high visibility vests and emergency blankets.  It was 
decided that these should be put with the rest of the emergency kit. 

 Councillor Tipton:  making sure Emergency Services will feed information 
both ways.   

 Councillor Davy:   as Secretary to the Playing Field Committee, handed Clerk 
latest minutes. 

 Councillor Turner:  reported that a recent edition of Country File stated that 
a field used for leisure for 20 years or more could be designated a village 
green.    As a result, she talked to a Church Warden who was also a member 
of the PCC, who in turn talked to another resident who has knowledge 
about village spaces.  It was agreed that this would be put on the agenda 
for the Birdingbury Parish Council meeting in January. 

 
Action 
Clerk to put Village Green on agenda for January meeting 
 
 

12. Correspondence requiring action. 
The Clerk read out a letter received from a Birdingbury resident pointing out that 
overgrown ivy is restricting vision on the Marton Road/Long Itchington Road 
junction.   Councillor Morton undertook to discuss the matter with the relevant 
residents. 
 
Action 
Councillor Morton to discuss cutting back ivy with relevant residents. 
 
 

13. 
 

Financial Issues 
13.1    Approval of Cheques 
          The following cheques were approved and signed: 

 MFM Grass Cutting – cheque no: 508  £300.00 
 Clerk’s fee and expenses – cheque no: 509  £263.34 
 D. Turner re-imbursement for timber – cheque no: 510  £219.60 

13.2   Financial statement:  Circulated by the Clerk.    
 
 

14. Planning Issues 
 Thurlby, Main Street, Birdingbury – R12/1969:   Planning Application 

approved by RBC.   In compliance with planning protocol Councillor Turner 
reported that the residents at Thurlby had visited her prior to the 
application being received to appraise her of the situation. 

 The Barn, Back Lane, Birdingbury – R12/1682:  Planning Application 
approved by RBC. 
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15. Highways 

 Hole in Long Itchington Road verge.   Discussed earlier with Borough 
Councillor Hazelton.    

 Verge under the Viaduct.   A Birdingbury resident had written to the Chair 
expressing concern at the state of the verge under the viaduct.    The Clerk 
was asked to contact Highways to explain the situation and ask that they 
repair the verge or create some barrier as vehicles could end up in the river. 

 
Action 
Clerk to write to Mark Widdows concerning the verge under the viaduct. 
  

16. Newcomers to the village. 
There were new residents in one of the starter homes, Councillor Tipton undertook 
to visit them.   Councillor Turner reported that she had visited the two in 
households in Back Lane. 
 
Action 
Councillor Tipton to visit new residents. 
 

17. Business considered urgent by the Chair (and not elsewhere on the Agenda). 
There were not items of considered urgent by the Chair. 
 

18. Date of next meeting 
The next meeting of the Birdingbury Parish Council is to be held on Tuesday 15th 
January 2013 at 7.30pm at the Birbury. 
 
 
 

  
 
There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 8.55pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ................................................................ (Chair) 
 
 
Date ..................................................................... 
    
 

 


