Draft Minutes for the Meeting of Birdingbury Parish Council

           17th January 2012, held at The Birbury, Birdingbury

Present

Councillors: D Turner (Chair), I Tipton (Vice-Chair), G Davy and C Morton

Clerk: Gill Bailey

13 Members of the Public were present

1. Apologies for absence
There were no Parish Councillors absent.

District Councillor Hazelton sent his apologies for absence as he was unwell.

2. To accept apologies for absence
Cllr Davy proposed that apologies were accepted from Cllr Hazelton and this motion was seconded by Cllr Tipton, carried unanimously.
3. Declarations of interest.  
Councillor Davy declared an interest in Items 6.6 as her family owns the adjoining land to the Hovel and she is related to the applicant in respect of R11/1768.  Cllr Morton declared an interest in Item 11, R11/1920 as he owns the property.
4. Representations from the public:  
There were no representations from the public.
5. Minutes: to approve the Minutes of the last meeting of the Council on 9th December 2011.
It was noted by Councillor Morton that in the first line of the second page of the above minutes, the reference ‘in his view’ should be deleted, as it was incorrect.  It was proposed by Cllr Tipton and seconded by Councillor Morton that this reference be deleted.  There were two abstentions.
It was proposed by Councillor Tipton, seconded by Councillor Davy and carried unanimously that the minutes be properly signed as a true record.
6. Matters arising from the Minutes of 9th December 2011 
6.1 Appointment of Clerk
Councillor Turner advised that BPC had received two applications from former candidates for the position of Clerk and who wished to be considered again.  Councillor Turner confirmed that BPC had interviewed both applicants and it had been resolved unanimously to appoint Joanna Bloomfield.  She went on to say that Ms Bloomfield had accepted the position, subject to a satisfactory contract being prepared and was prepared to commence on 1st February 2012.
6.2 Casual vacancy: decision on co-option
Councillor Turner advised that the casual vacancy had been widely advertised and BPC had received expressions of interest from two very able volunteers, Simon Whitfield and Terry Healey.  She went on to say that she had received 30 signatories supporting the application of Simon Whitfield.

Councillor’s Morton and Tipton suggested that a brief resume of the candidates strengths be read out to the floor.  The Clerk was requested to read out their statement of intent and these are attached to the minutes as Appendices A & B.

Following an extensive discussion regarding the merits of both candidates, Councillor Turner requested nominations for the vacancy.  Councillor Davy said that BPC was lucky to receive two very worthy candidates as nominees, however, after careful consideration, she would like to propose Terry Healey, this motion was seconded by Councillor Turner.
Councillor Tipton said that although Mr Healey had many years of experience of working in the community of Birdingbury, he would like to propose Simon Whitfield, this motion was seconded by Councillor Morton.

Councillor Turner advised that as the votes were two for Terry Healey and two for Simon Whitfield, she had no alternative other than to use her casting vote as Chair and the proposal to appoint Terry Healey to fill the casual vacancy was carried.  
A Parishioner from the floor suggested that BPC could appoint both prospective councillors.  The Clerk requested him to write to the new Clerk with such a request and then it could be placed on the Agenda for February.
6.3
Children survey:  advice re. data protection
Councillor Turner advised that BPC is required to register with the Information Commissioner’s Office for Data Protection purposes prior to carrying out the Survey.  Following a discussion, it was agreed to defer this item until February and place it on the Agenda.
6.4
Lottery Grant
Councillor Turner advised that Councillor Morton was liaising with Bill Robinson regarding the Awards for All Grant.  Cllr Davy confirmed that Mr Robinson had reported that he had contacted the case officer and the form should be returned by 18th January 2012.  The Clerk was requested to contact Mr Robinson and ask him if he could request a further extension of time in order that costs can be evaluated to date and an interim report prepared.
6.5  Speedaware and road safety concerns
Councillor Tipton advised that there were concerns from Parishioners regarding the content of the Speed Aware Report which had been prepared and that the results could be misinterpreted.  

Councillor Turner said that she too had heard these concerns and had contacted Graham Stanley, WCC Traffic Engineer and requested that he attend the next BPC meeting to discuss and evaluate the results of the Survey and clarify the evidence.   Councillor Tipton said that he supported this approach and that it would be a good idea to invite Parishioners to the meeting.  He went on to say that BPC could spend the Grant that they had received from RBC on more effective road safety measures.  Councillor Davy reminded the Council that Graham Stanley had been commissioned to prepare costings for an appropriate Scheme.

Councillor Turner advised that BPC should make a decision regarding a Scheme prior to the end of the financial year because it was possible that the funding may be retracted by RBC.
6.5 Response from Cllr Hazelton re anonymous complaints to RBC Planning dept.
Councillor Turner confirmed that she had received correspondence from Councillor Hazelton advising that RBC Planning Department do not take note of anonymous information, either written or verbal.  However, the Enforcement Department do take cognisance of anonymous information received if it is deemed appropriate.
6.6 The Hovel
Councillor Morton advised that he had attended meetings with a representative from Godfrey Payton in the past and he was happy to do so again in order to clarify the position of BPC.

Councillor Turner read out a letter that BPC had received from Godfrey Payton regarding the above.  Following a brief discussion it was agreed that Councillor Morton meet with a representative from Godfrey Payton and report back to BPC at the February meeting.   This motion was proposed by Councillor Tipton, seconded by Councillor Turner and carried unanimously.  
Councillor Davy, whilst she understood that she had interest, said that she was allowed to speak in respect of the above, although she could not vote.  She went on to say that she had prepared a plan to assist BPC and help to clarify the position.  Councillor Turner thanked her and appended it to the letter from Godfrey Payton.
Councillor Morton requested copies of the appropriate documentation prior to his meeting with Godfrey Payton.  Councillor Turner requested the Clerk to obtain colour copies of the documents relating to the Hovel and Recreation Field for him.

6.7 BT Infinity

Councillor Morton advised that BT had installed 130 metres of new cabling with an optimum speed of 115 mb per second.  However, BT had not yet clarified the situation if you subscribed to another Broadband Provider.

    7
Reports from Councillors (other than Planning and Highways Issues)
Councillor Morton said that he thought that approximately 60 children lived in the Village and he had received various options for the proposal to present the children with mugs to celebrate the Queens Diamond Jubilee.  Councillor Morton handed round details of the design options available on the mugs and following a discussion, it was agreed that BPC could put a piece in Birdsong, together with the BPC web site, to assess the interest from Parishioners.
Councillor Tipton advised that there had been no further action on the Heartstart proposal.  Following a discussion, it was agreed that Councillor Tipton progress this matter to clarify the current position with Liz Ellis who had volunteered to co-ordinate the initiative regarding training etc.

Councillor Tipton confirmed that BPC should have received copies of the Emergency Plans for the Village.   He suggested that the information that had been supplied by WCC be updated, once the Data Protection issues had been resolved.  Cllr Turner requested that this item be placed on the Agenda for February.  
Councillor Davy advised that she had attended a Birbury Meeting where the disabled access, portable ramp and grab rail had been discussed, together with fundraising activities and the Jubilee Celebrations.
8 District and County Councillor
As Councillor Hazelton had submitted his apologies as he was unwell; no report had been received.

9 Correspondence requiring action (and not elsewhere on the Agenda): 
· MFM quote for mowing Playing Field and verges 

Following a brief discussion, it was resolved to accept the Tender from MFM to carry out the grass cutting in the Village.  This motion was proposed by Councillor Morton, seconded by Councillor Davy and carried unanimously.  The Clerk was requested to instruct the Contractor.
· Appeal for support from anti-HS2 campaign
Following a brief discussion, it was resolved that the request for funding from the Southam Area Action Group in respect of the above be declined as BCP had contributed funding in the past.   This motion was proposed by Councillor Morton, seconded by Councillor Turner and carried unanimously.  The Clerk was requested to send an email to that effect to John Lee, Chair of the Southam Area Action Group. 
10 Financial Issues: Approval of cheques
Councillors approved all invoices and payments be made as stated below.

· £5.00: Birdingbury Community Fund - Birbury hire
· £462.65 : Birdingbury Community - return of moneys to Recreation Field Committee

· Mrs Carol Pratt - Clerk’s salary for November 
· Birdingbury Community Fund – Part of annual premium for buildings insurance for the Birbury
11 Planning Issues: 

· R11/1768 – signage in Marton Road
Councillor Turner advised that BPC had received email correspondence from Matt McConville, Planning Department RBC, regarding the above matter.  Following a brief discussion, Councillor Morton said that the response from RCC had been unacceptable and that enforcement issues were ongoing.
The Clerk was requested to write to Mr McConville at RBC advising that 
BPC were not happy with the response to date.
· R11/1920 Brook Farm House – RBC approval of listed building consent – noted.
· R11/2235: visited by Cllrs Morton and Tipton who recommended approval.  Application Granted by RBC - noted.
12 Highways 

· RBC re Rural Development Grant in 2008
Councillor Turner advised that this item had been covered previously under Item 6.5.

· Damage to footpath sign on Stockton Road
Councillor Turner read out an email which had been received from Aileen Withington advising that the footpath sign on the left hand side on the Stockton Road had been sawn off by the Contractor who had trimmed the hedge.    The Clerk was requested to contact County and District Councils to ascertain responsibility and ask for reinstatement.

· Councillor Turner advised the meeting that the Bus Shelter and BPC and other Notice Boards had been destroyed by fire.  She went on to say that neither items had been insured.    Councillor Morton said that BPC should carry out a review of the BPC insurances.
Councillor Turner advised that she had requested some information regarding funding streams that were available to rural parishes and she confirmed that grants were available via the Rugby Parish Capital Development Fund to fund either 90 or 100% of a small project.  

Following a discussion, Councillor Davy said that BPC could spearhead a community project and develop the whole area.  She went on to say that she had received an offer of a donation of £500 towards the initial fund.    
Councillor Turner agreed to raise this issue in her report which would be submitted to Birdsong and this would be a good way of highlighting the support in the community.  

It was agreed that BPC hold a meeting at the beginning of March to look at the designs on the Jubilee mugs, ideas about replacing the bus shelter and notice boards.

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 10.00 pm.

Signed   ............................................(Chair)
Date      ............................................

Date of next meeting: 8.00pm, Tuesday 21st February 2012 in the Birbury
