BIRDINGBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Meeting of July 19th 2011 8.00pm in The Birbury

Minutes
Present: :  Cllrs. D. Turner (Chair), C. Cartwright, G. Davy,  I Tipton; Lisa French (Clerk);

2 Residents and 1 Marton Resident
1.
Apologies
Cllr Morton

2.
Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting of 21st June
Adopted and signed as a true record
3.
Declarations of Interest

Cllr Davey items 4.2 and 4.3
4.
Matters Arising from the Minutes of 21st June (and not elsewhere in this Agenda)
4.1
Appointment of Clerk
i. Advertising Process: Clerk
· The position has been advertised in our Parish, 3 other Parishes and the Leamington            Courier. 
· 4 requests for application forms have been made. Although one interested party will not be applying because of the distance she would need to travel, she has asked to be considered as a substitute clerk should the Council need one. 
ii. Interview Process: Chair
· Any application forms will be circulated to all Councillors.
· A date will be set for interviews and available Councillors will be asked to be on interview panel.
· Set questions will be asked.
iii. Payment of current clerk: Clerk
· Lisa French does not wish to be paid for acting as interim Clerk.
4.2        Security Lights: Cllr Tipton
Summary of Discussion

· Cllr Tipton confirmed that as previously discussed there is no legislative path which can be taken over the lights.

· Rugby Environmental Services are willing to set up mediation.

Decision

· Cllrs Tipton and Cartwright will act on behalf of Parish Council in the mediation process.
Action

· Clerk to write to Environmental Health Officer to begin process.

4.3
Chicken: Cllr Cartwight
Summary of Discussion

· Cllr Cartwright’s contact was not able to remove the chicken.
· A letter had been received from Mr Munro; he is in the process of purchasing new signs for slip road.
· It is unclear whose responsibility it should be to remove the chicken.
Decision
· The Parish Council should have the chicken removed.
Action
· Clerk and Chair to oversee removal of chicken.
4.4
Letters of thanks: Clerk
· The clerk has written these and has received a response from Mr Sedgefield wishing the current Council well.
4.5
Heartstart
· The Heartstart contact is unwell at the moment so was unable to attend. The visit will be rescheduled.

4.6
Hovel issues: Chair
Summary of Discussion
· Chair and Cllrs Morton and Davey have spent time organising Hovel and items are now catalogued.

· It was proposed that David Harrison become the keyholder and custodian of the Hovel, managing the borrowing of items and ensuring that they are returned in an acceptable condition. This was agreed by Council.
Action

· Chair to publicise information in Birdsong.

4.7 Village walkabout: Chair
i) Minutes from the walkabout had been circulated. These included comments on grass cutting and various works that need addressing by the Highways department of RBC.
Action

· Clerk to inform MFM Services of inclusion of all verges on East side of Main Street in grass cutting rota.

· Clerk to write to RBC regarding items 2–7 of walkabout document and include question over disabled and pushchair access to garages and alleyway on Back Lane.

ii) Notice Board needs replacement glass.

Action

· Leslie Turner to source replacement glass.

iii) Cllr Davy has received a copy of a letter from RBC to Sue Hawes regarding a vehicle drop in the kerb outside her property, Miss Hawes is pursuing the matter and the letter has been put on file.

4.8
“No Dogs” sign: Clerk
· Clerk has received letter from Mr Munro regarding ‘No Dogs’ sign. Malcolm Thomas (landowner) will provide “Dogs must be Kept on a Lead” and “No Fowling” signs and Mr Munro will erect them. However the stile into the field has fallen into disrepair and needs some attention.
· Cllr Tipton to check with Mr Bringlow whose responsibility it is to repair style and Clerk to add to Highways issues letter to RBC (4.7i)
4.9
Agreement of date for July surgery
· Surgery to be held Saturday September 4th at 12pm (after swap shop)

4.10
Website
· Dallal Stevens reported that at the last website meeting she had been charged with obtaining the details of the website account set up by Jenny Ellard. This has been a very long process as Jenny has been reluctant to give away passwords that also relate to her own accounts and is concerned about the security of the site. Dallal is now pursuing this through 1&1 (the website hosts).
· When the passwords become available the Council will need to appoint someone to be webmaster and have overall responsibility and control of the site.

Decision

·  The Council authorised Dallal to be the named owner of the website in the short term.
4.11
Emergency Plan
· To be circulated before the next meeting.
5.
Reports of Councillors (other than Planning and Highways Issues)
5.1
Parish
· The break in at Church was discussed. The loss of the registers was very regrettable but thanks go to Karen Armbrister as copies of all registers had been made. The Police came to village to speak to Chair and to Mrs Armbrister.

· Cllrs Davey and Tipton attended Old School Development Group, Cllr Davey on behalf of the Birbury Committee and Cllr Tipton on behalf of the Club. There had been a proposal that both units come together financially, Cllr Davey will take proposal back to Birbury Committee at their next meeting.
· The Dunchurch Panel meeting will take place in the Birbury on 7th September. Chair and Jackie Westcott will provide refreshments and help from Cllrs will be appreciated. The cost of refreshments will be met by the Parish Council

5.2
District/County.
Cllr Hazleton was not present.
6.
Questions from Residents.

· Dallal Stevens reported that dog fowling on the verges outside Thurlby and Brook House was becoming a problem.

Action
· Chair to include in Birdsong

7.
Correspondence Requiring Action (and not elsewhere in this Agenda).  
· Clerk had received letter from NALC asking for support for proposal that local business rates are distributed to local Town and Parish Councils. The Council was in favour of this.

Action

· Clerk to respond on behalf of Council
8.
Circulars for Distribution.

9.
New Arrivals to the Parish
· 1 Main St – Nicky Popper
· Kisdon – new residents arriving week beginning 25th July

Action

· Visits to be made with Welcome Pack and Parish Plan.
· Clerk to ask Jackie Morton if she still has copy of Welcome Pack
10.
Financial Issues.

10.1
Finances Update
· A reviewed budget and this year’s accounts to date were presented. Disquiet was raised over payment to previous clerk given situation with website and termination of contract. Clerk to prompt Jenny for detailed invoices of last month’s salary.
10.2
Approval of cheques for issue.

· £322.89
chq no 441
Election Fees

· £244.00
chq no 442
MFM June grass cutting (including -£46 from overpayment last tax year)

· £594.52
chq no 443
AON insurance
· £82   
chq no 444
Diana Turner – minute book
· £80
chq no 445
Willoughby Challenge

Due to length of time until next meeting approval of following cheques was also given:
· HMRC – from previous clerk employment

· Leamington Courier – for advert for new clerk

· New glass in notice board

· Meeting asked that they received invoice from Jenny Ellard before payment is approved.
11.
Planning Issues.

11.1
R11/1261 gate Bourton Rd: Chair and Cllr Tipton
· Cllrs met with Mr McCurdie to view the proposal which has been recommended by Highways. Planning noted no further action required.
11.2
Clarification of protocol for planning monitoring process for formal adoption: Chair
· Protocol had already been circulated and some notes had been received from Cllr Morton. The Chair expressed her concern that she had been accused of favouritism which she strongly refutes.

· The purpose of the protocol was to ensure that the review of planning applications, which is one of the principal responsibilities of the Council, should be an open and fair process and that each step of the process for an individual application should be properly recorded in the minutes.

· In light of the discussions the proposed protocol was amended.  A motion that the amended protocol should be adopted by the Council was proposed by Cllr Tipton and seconded by Cllr Davy, the motion was carried.

· A copy of the adopted protocol is included at the end of these minutes.
12.
Highways Issues.

12.1
Update on speed awareness: Chair
· Cllrs had a positive meeting with Graham Stanley.

· The traffic through the village will be monitored in September and Cllrs will use the results of the survey to decide on the best use of resources. 

12.2
Kerbing outside Glebe Rise: Chair
· The verge outside Glebe Rise, leading to the playing field will be kerbed in August and the cost met by the County Council.
13. 
Review of leases
· All of the leases are in order

· There was uncertainty over the next date of payment for the Hovel and Recreation Field leases

Action

· Clerk to determine dates of next payments
14.
Confirmation of Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday 20th September 8pm
15.
Any Other Urgent Business.
15.1 
First Homes – Cllr Cartwright declared an interest.
· Given that there are 2 properties for sale in Masters Court, Cllr Davy asked that the Council write to RBC planning and legal services to urge them to ensure that the covenant regarding the sale of the properties is strictly adhered to.

Action

· Clerk to write.

15.2
Missing minutes
· Several sets of signed minutes from previous council meetings are missing.  The clerk has managed to locate an almost entire set of unsigned minutes.

· Chair has purchased a minute book, so that all AGM and Special Village Meeting minutes can be hand written and kept safely for village archives – records of village minutes have been kept since 1894. The Council agreed that payment for this should come from the Parish Council.
The meeting closed at 22:10.
Lisa French (Clerk)
01926 633197
20th July 2011
