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CHURCH NEWS AND VIEWS 

Views from the Church Fete 2015 

   

 

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Photos: Matt Markham and Mike Coles 
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Churchwardens news and updates from Dick and Karen 

churchdovechurchdovechurchdovechurchdovechurchdovechurchdovechurchdovechurchdove 

Read all about our latest news about a church toilet and kitchen on page 8!! 

 

Interregnum news 

We are making some progress towards appointing a new priest. The diocese has 
put forward a proposal that our Draycote Benefice joins with another local parish 
to share a full-time stipendiary vicar. We also hope to recruit a part-time vicar into 
a ‘House for Duty' position (with use of a local residence but not receive a salary).  

With God’s help, we are doing good things across our villages but it is hard work 
and we would all benefit from some spiritual leadership from a gifted ordained 
priest. What is certain is that the traditional role of a vicar in villages has probably 
gone for ever. There is now a much greater need for lay involvement and 
leadership, in which respect we are well blessed in Birdingbury .   

These are potentially exciting times. Hopefully what we have achieved in this 
interregnum, together with our determination to try and expand our church family 
whilst also meeting the varying needs of our village communities, will excite, 
motivate and encourage outstanding applicants to respond to our vacancy.  

We will keep you posted as the discussions around these proposals develop. 
Meanwhile you are very welcome to contact either of us regarding this update.  

 

Church Fete 

We were very grateful for your support at our recent fete. We were blessed with 
beautiful weather and lots of visitors. This is now our main fundraiser of the year, 
so we are very appreciative of the support from the village community in getting 
ready, helping to run stalls, attending, spending - and clearing up afterwards. The 
Grand Raffle had some excellent prizes as usual, many of which were won by 
village families.   

 

Strawberry Cream Tea and your favourite hymns on 
Sunday August 23rd at 3pm 

Thanks to Karen and Andrew, you are invited to their 
garden at Davenport Cottage, Back Lane, to enjoy a 
strawberry cream tea from 3pm onwards.   
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News from Daphne, PCC Treasurer 
 
Christian Aid Week 

Mair & David Shaw, who organised the collection for Draycote Benefice have sent 
the following note: 

‘Thanks to everyone who donated and to the foot soldiers who helped to collect 
during the week in May. We are pleased to say that Draycote Benefice raised 
£1,638.65, with Birdingbury totalling at £384.20.’ 

Thank you David & Mair for organising us all. 

St. Leonard’s Church Fete 

This was held on 4th July in the Church Grounds. You helped us to raise £1,484.42. 
A huge thank you to everyone who supported the day and to those who manned 
the stalls and cleared up afterwards. 

Well done everyone.  

Daphne Chippendale 

At 4pm we will begin a very informal 'Your Favourite Hymns' service, including the 
choices of many villagers’ favourite hymns. Do feel free to come along; everyone is 
very welcome.   

NB This will replace the 10.30am Morning Praise service on that day. 

 

Art Exhibition, August Bank Holiday weekend 

You will hopefully be aware that Jessie Armbrister and Peter Law are organising an 
Art Exhibition to showcase Birdingbury’s creative talents. It will take place in church 
over August Bank Holiday. This will be an exciting and creative use of the church 
space, to which we hope you will come along, either on the opening night or during 
the weekend.  

 

Harvest Festival 

September brings our Harvest Festival on Sunday 27 September at 10.30 am. We 
would welcome your ideas and involvement in planning this event. 

We have also started to think about Christmas activities. Oh dear....where does the 
time go? 
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AUGUST and SEPTEMBER SERVICES in Draycote Benefice Churches   

 Date  Place  Time  Service  Readings 

 Sun 2 August  
  
 

 Frankton    

 Bourton   

 Stretton 

    9.15 am 

  10.30 am 

    6.00 pm  

 Holy Communion BCP 

 Holy Communion     

 Evening Worship  

 

 Sun 9 August  Stretton 

  

  10.30 am 

     

 Benefice Family   
 Communion 
  

   

 Sun 16 August 

 

 

 Birdingbury 

 and Frankton   

 at  Frankton 

 Bourton    

 Stretton 

  10.30 am 

   

 

  10.30 am    

  10.30 am 

 Holy Communion 

 with baptism 

 

 Morning Praise 

 Morning Praise 

 Ephesians Ch. 5 vv 15- 
 20 
 John Ch. 6 vv 51-58 

 Sun 23 August  Birdingbury 

 (Davenport   

 Cott, Back Lane) 

 Stretton 

    3.00 pm 

     

     

    6.00 pm 

 Your favourite hymns +   

 Strawberry cream tea 

 

 Holy Communion 

 Ephesians Ch. 6 vv 10-  
 20 
 John Ch. 6 vv 56-69 

 Sun 30 August  Frankton  10.30 am  Benefice Communion    

 
 Sun 6 Sept 

  

  

 

 Frankton 

 Bourton 

 Stretton 

   9.15 am 

 10.30 am 

   6.00 pm 

 Holy Communion BCP 

 Holy Communion 

 Evening Worship 

  

  

 Sun 13 Sept 

  

 

 Stretton 

 

  

 10.30 am 

   

 Benefice Family  

 Communion 

  

 

 Sun 20 Sept  

   
  

 Birdingbury   

 Bourton 

 Frankton 

 Stretton 

  

 10.30 am 

 10.30 am 

 10.30 am 

 10.30 am 

  

 Holy Communion 

 Morning Praise 

 Harvest Festival 

 Morning Praise  

  

 James Ch. 3 vv 13– Ch.  
 4 v 3 and 7 - 8a 

 Sun 27 Sept 

  

 Birdingbury 

 Stretton 

  

 10.30 am 

   6.00 pm 

     

 Harvest Festival 

 Holy Communion 

   

 James Ch. 5 vv 13 to  
 end 
 Mark Ch. 9 vv 38 to end 
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Pilgrimages 

On a glorious  summer evening recently, eight of us walked to Leamington Hastings 

Church to hear Bishop John of Warwick speak at the culmination of his two- day 

visit to the Rugby Deanery. His theme was the intriguing story of ‘The Road to 

Emmaus’. It  seemed appropriate, therefore, that we walked from the corner of 

Back Lane across the fields to Cruckle Gutter and then on by road to All Saints’ 

Church. Although Jesus spent a lot of time walking and meeting many people as he 

did so, he was never on his way to a church!  

Many people of faith do walk to special places of worship. Pilgrimages are an 

integral part of the commitment to faith for, for example, Hindus and Muslims. On a 

much smaller scale, they are an increasingly popular way for Christians to express 

and explore their faith. The best example that springs to mind is the Camino de 

Santiago pilgrimage way, which starts at St. Jean Pied de Port in southern France 

and ends 78km later in Santiago de Compostela in north west Spain.  

In early December 2015, the United Nations are holding critical talks about climate 

change in Paris. To coincide with this conference, a consortium of Christian groups 

concerned about the future of God’s created world, are planning  walking / cycling 

pilgrimages from many European countries to Paris. UK groups will be setting out 

from Canterbury and Winchester to walk or cycle to Paris.  

I am a member of Operation Noah, an ecumenical Christian charity whose mission is 

to provide leadership, focus and inspiration in response to the growing threat of 

climatic changes endangering God’s creation. We are committed to arranging local 

pilgrimages in support of those who are making the journey to Paris to lobby at the 

UN talks. For my part, I am planning a pre-Paris pilgrimage walk between some of 

our local villages on Sunday November 29th. In sunny July, this seems some way 

ahead but, as we all know, time flies! If you would like to help me with what could 

be a very worthwhile experience, I would love to hear from you. 

Dick Withington   

Please feel free to contact us, your churchwardens Dick or Karen,  anytime if you 
would like to talk to us. If you would like to talk with a priest, we will happily put 
you in touch with one.  Our contact details are on p. 8 of Church News. 
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Special services at St. Leonard’s June and July 

Out and About — in Suffolk 

Two weddings, one wedding blessing, one baptism and, sadly, a funeral 

The norm for Birdingbury church is that weddings and baptisms come along very 
occasionally. In June and July this year however, we had a full calendar of special 
events. 

June 20th saw the wedding blessing of Richard and Jeannie Dammermann, who 
were married in Miami, Florida on 29 May. (Richard is a son of Liz Ellis in Back Lane)  

A week later on 27th June, a beautiful sunny day, James Riley and Jackie Knox of 
Merryfields, Marton Road were married in St. Leonard’s. 

More recently on yet another sunny Saturday, 18th July, Lucy Bostock married 
Dominic Taffs in the company of lots of their farming families. Lucy’s family live in 
the parish at Birdingbury Fields Farm on Collingham Lane. 

Imogen Lucy Jayne Crossan, daughter of Alice Munro and Luke Crossan, was 
baptised in St. Leonard’s on July 5th, surrounded by lots of family and friends. 
Imogen is Barbara and Bob Munro’s great-granddaughter. Alice, Luke and Imogen 
are coming to live in Birdingbury in the near future.  

Congratulations to all these newly-married couples and to Imogen and her parents. 

Roy Rogers sadly died on June 6th after many years of ill health. His funeral and 
burial in the churchyard took place on June 30th, where many of his friends and 
family squeezed into every available space inside St. Leonard’s to celebrate Roy’s 
full and varied life. As Rev. David Shaw observed at the start of the service, the large 
number of people in church said so much about Roy’s influence on people’s lives. 

Our sincere condolences and love to Cynthia, Jayne, Steven and Karen. 

When Dick and I were staying in Aldeburgh recently, we revisited this simple, 
ancient and very beautiful church in Blythburgh, often called ‘The Cathedral of the 

Marshes’. For us, it has three memorable features: 
the stunning quality of the light coming through the 
plain glass windows; the high, vaulted roof with 
exquisite bosses of carved, painted angels and lastly, 
the pervading sense of peace and calm there. It’s a 
magical place: go there if you can! 

Aileen Withington 
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Mon 3- Fri 7 10 am—     

       3 pm 

‘Desert Detectives’ Holiday Bible Club, Knightlow School, Stretton 

Thurs 6 Aug     2.30 pm  Service and Tea, Bourton, Frankton Village Hall 

Wed 12 Aug 10.30 am Home Communion at Karen Arbrister’s, Davenport Cottage, Back 
Lane  

Thurs 13 Aug   2.30 pm  Holy Communion at Princethorpe   

Thurs 27 Aug 10.30 am Coffee and Chat in The Birbury   

Sat 29 Aug    NO ‘Celebrate @4’ this month 

Thurs 3 Sept  2.30 pm Service and Tea, Bourton, Frankton Village Hall  

Wed 9 Sept      10.30 am   Home Communion at Jennifer and Geoffrey Johnstone’s, 
30 Almond Ave, Leamington (contact Jackie W if you need a lift) 

Thurs 10 Sept   2.30 pm Holy Communion at Princethorpe  

Thurs 24 Sept 10.30 am Coffee and Chat in The Birbury 

Sat 26 Sept   3.45 pm  ‘Celebrate@4’, Bondon Farm, Birdingbury (see above) 

 

'Celebrate@Harvest' Sat 26th September 3.45 pm 

You will have read about our Saturday afternoon, informal all-age service called 
'Celebrate@4 which is proving very popular across the benefice - although, sadly, 
not with Birdingbury villagers at the moment. 

We are taking a break in August as it's holiday time, but will start again on Saturday 
26th September, with a special 'Celebrate@Harvest' at Bondon Farm, Birdingbury 
(thanks to Wallace and Josie McCurdie). Refreshments will be served from 3.45pm, 
the service will start at 4pm and finish at 4.40pm. You are very welcome to join us in 
the barn behind the house at Wally and Josie's lovely farm. 

Karen Armbrister 

Events in Draycote Benefice in August and September 

churchdovechurchdovechurchdovechurchdovechurchdovechurchdovechurchdovechurchdove 
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St. Leonard’s contact information 

Priest in Charge (vacancy)   

Reader Kevin Downham 01788 811252 kevandles@btinternet.com 

Churchwardens  Dick Withington 

Karen Armbrister 

01926 632644 

01926632030 

dick@special-time.co.uk  

karen.armbrister@btinternet.com 

Parish Office  Wendy Driscoll  
(Tues 9—11 am and 
Thurs 1.30—2.30 pm) 

01926 632370 

 

draycotegroup@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Ch. News Editor Aileen Withington  01926 632644            awchurchnews@hotmail.co.uk 

   At last!  

After more than 20 years of talking, we  

have finally received permission from  

Coventry Diocese to convert the existing 

vestry into a cloakroom and install a  

fitted kitchen serving unit into the rear of  

the church.  

We hope now to join the 20th century (not  

the 21st century, that would be a step too 

far!). 

By the time you read this, we will  

have had a meeting with our architect  

to detail exactly what we want to  

include. Following this we can set about  

obtaining quotes for the whole project.  

Then we will have to decide how we  

might pay for it!  

Watch this space for ongoing news...... 

 

Brian, Karen and Dick 

 

Best St. Leonard’s news for years! 

You may have seen this 

copy of the letter from the 

Diocese to Brian Lloyd 

that was pinned to church 

door on Fete Day. 

Photo: Karen Armbrister 

Special font for this notice: Century 


