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CHURCH NEWS AND VIEWS 

Christmas Highlights 

Advent Reflections 

     ‘I enjoyed telling two of my favourite Russian stories, ‘Baboushka’ and ‘Papa 

Panov’, as examples of remembering the humble essence of Christmas.’   (Dick W.) 

Carols, Candles and Crib Service  

   ‘The choir singing such a beautiful arrangement of Silent Night.’         (Eira Owen) 

   ‘Jess’s pure voice singing solo for the first verse of ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ to 

begin the carol service.’                                                           (Aileen Withington)   

   ‘Performing in the choir brought together by Birdingbury's very own Gareth 

Malone - Gaynor Davy (much better looking but just as strict) to sing at this service. 

The church was packed to the gunnels and they were an enthusiastic and 

appreciative audience. We had a lot of fun, well I did anyway, and joining together in 

true community spirit reflected all the good things about Christmastime. Just wished 

they'd all been there for the Carol Singing around the village!’                    (Liz Ellis)                  

   ‘My highlight was the moving link made between a WW1 soldier’s experience in 

the trenches and the experience of one of the shepherds 2000 years ago.’ (Daphne) 

Christmas Eve Communion 

   ‘The Christmas Eve service was very special to us;  

walking up the hill with the lanterns and leaving them along  

the path to light our way home afterwards.  Singing by  

candlelight was very atmospheric and sharing Holy  

Communion with family and friends as Christmas Day  

began was peaceful and precious. The return home  

under the stars made you think of the true meaning of  

Christmas.’                           (Jenny and Roger Hawes) 

Christmas Morning Service 

   ‘Watching Fletcher playing with other children in the  

aisle and also seeing him go to stand at the front by Grandpa,  

who was leading the service on Christmas morning’.   

      (Rachel Cunningham) 

   ‘The joy of being surrounded by family and friends on Christmas morning’.    

              (Sue Law) 

Photo: Eira Owen 
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St. Leonard’s news and updates from Dick and Karen,  

our church wardens 

Christmas at St Leonard’s 2014 

     Thank you to everyone who played a part in making Christmas memorable. Thank 
you too, for all the positive comments that we have received.  

     This year we arranged three short times for Advent reflection, in the belief that in 
the hurly burly of getting ready, it is good to be still and reflect on our priorities 
when preparing for the coming of Christ. These were not particularly well attended 
but appreciated by those who were there.  

     A record number of 120 people came to the Carols Candles and Crib service on 
the 21st. Your donations totalling £200 were sent to The Children’s Society.  

     Carol singing raised £238 for The Coventry Night Shelter. We were treated to 
welcome refreshments at several homes—but these intervals meant that we were 
unable to get round all of the village! Apologies to those on Leamington Hastings 
Road and part of Back Lane: we will make sure that you have priority in 2015.  

     After its introduction three years ago, the late Christmas Eve Communion is now 
a Birdingbury tradition. Over 40 people heard the Revd Hugh Priestner, Chaplain at 
University Hospital Coventry and Warwickshire give a very thoughtful talk.  

     50 people came to the family-friendly and joyful Christmas Day service, with 
plenty of audience participation - including toddlers playing with the pew doors!  

     We also took communion to some people in the village who can’t get to church. 

     Our special charity effort in Advent to support Hope 4 was very productive. 
Endless carrier bags were filled with your donations of basic foods and toiletries, 
plus some seasonal chocolate treats. These were very gratefully received by the 
Hope4 Rugby centre. 

 

   ‘It was lovely to see so many people coming together in our church at 

Christmas.’                                                                          (Andrew Armbrister) 

 

   ‘Eira’s garland with fairy lights over the lychgate is always a delight to see during 

Advent and Christmas. It is a cheery sign that Christmas is coming for evening dog 

walkers and passing drivers.’                                                                         (Ed.) 
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Please feel free to contact us, your churchwardens, Dick or Karen, anytime if you 
would like to talk to us.  If you would like to talk to a priest, we will happily put you 
in touch with one. Our contact details are on p.8 of Church News.  

   Thinking ahead to next year, how can we best build on the popularity and success 
of what we achieve together at Christmas? Please let us know if you have any ideas. 

 

Lent – a season of self-denial or self-renewal? 

     The season of Lent is fast approaching, and traditionally we, as Christians, use this 
time for self-reflection and thoughtful prayer. Since the Advent reflections were well 
received, we are preparing some Lent activities to support those interested in  
contemplative prayer. We are also arranging a Home Group with a different focus 
and an opportunity for discussion.  

Lent Reflections will each have a different theme but will all include quiet time, 
music, readings and prayer: 
 Tuesday 2nd March, 7.30pm at St Leonard’s, Birdingbury 
       Monday 9th March, 7.30pm at School House, Bourton  
          (the home of Brian and Gillian Sunderland) 
            Tuesday 17th March, 7.30pm at St Cuthbert’s, Princethorpe 

Also there is a ‘Yorke’ Lent course led by Margaret Francis at 10.30am at The Firs, 
Main Street, Frankton on Wednesdays 18th and 25th Feb, 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th 
March. Each session will be informal, participative and last for about an hour.  

..... But we still haven’t got a Vicar 

     No – we haven’t. However we have now completed a ‘Parish profile’ which will 
be given to potential applicants following the vacancy advertisement. It gives details 
about us in Birdingbury, our mission, worship and outreach, as well as our other 
benefice parishes.  

     The issue that is challenging our thoughts at the moment is ‘What do we actually 
want’? What type of person? What work hours and pattern? Meantime we continue 
to deliberate and discuss what will be best for our parishes. At the same time we are 
thinking about how we can increase our income to support a minister who will 
provide us with the spiritual leadership and guidance we feel we are missing 
without a priest-in-charge. 

     What do you think? We would like to know. 
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FEBRUARY and MARCH SERVICES in Draycote Benefice Churches   

 Date  Place  Time  Service  Readings 

 Sun 1st Feb  

 

 

 Frankton    

 Bourton   

 Stretton 

   9.15 am 

 10.30 am 

   6.00 pm 

 Holy Communion BCP 

 Holy Communion    

 Evening Worship  

  

   

 Sun 8th Feb  Stretton 

  

 10.30 am 

     

 Benefice Communion  
  

 Colossians Ch.1 v 15 - 20 
 John Ch.1 v 1 - 14 
 (Birdingbury reader)  

 Sun 15th Feb 

 

 

 Birdingbury 

 Bourton    

 Frankton   

 Stretton 

   

  10.30 am 

  10.30 am    

  10.30 am 

  10.30 am 

 Holy Communion 

 Morning Praise 

 Morning Praise 

 Morning Praise 

 2 Corinthians Ch.4 v 3—6 

 Mark Ch.9 v 2—9 

 Sun 22nd Feb  Birdingbury 

 Stretton 

  

  10.30 am 

   6.00 pm 

 Morning Praise 

 Holy Communion 

 1 Peter Ch.3 vv 18—end 

 Mark Ch.1 v 9—15 

 

 Sun 1st March 

  

 

  

 Frankton 

 Bourton 

 Stretton 

   9.15 am 

 10.30 am 

   6.00 pm 

 Holy Communion BCP 

 Holy Communion 

 Evening Worship 

  

  

 Sun 8th March  Stretton  10.30 am  Benefice Communion   

 Sun 15th March   

 Mothering   
 Sunday 
  

  

 Birdingbury   

 Bourton 

 Frankton 

 Stretton 

  

 10.30 am 

 10.30 am 

 10.30 am 

 10.30 am  

 Family Service 

 Morning Praise 

 Morning Praise  

 Family Service 

 Ephesians Ch.2 v 1—10 
 John Ch.3 v 14—21 

 Sun 22nd   

 March 

 Birdingbury 

 Stretton 

  

 10.30 am 

   6.00 pm 

     

 Morning Praise 

 Holy Communion 

   

 Hebrews Ch.5 v 5—10 
 John Ch.12 v 20—33 

 Sun 29th March 

 Palm Sunday 

 Birdingbury  10.30 am  Walk with the   

 donkeys to Benefice  

 Communion 

 Philippians Ch.2 v 5—11 
 Mark Ch.14 v 15—end 
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Thoughts on Epiphany: Wise Men and Women 

The season of Epiphany marks the time when ‘wise men from the East’ came to visit 
the infant Jesus. What follows here are the thoughts of three people in our church 
community on the subject of wise men—and women, plus the meaning and nature 
of wisdom itself. 

Bryan Tompkins’ pearls of ‘Wisdom’ 

We all know that it is easier to be wise after the event. 

True wisdom is having the ability to discern all the possible outcomes of your  
decisions and making a choice that will lead to either the greatest good or perhaps 
the lesser of two evils! Common sense will play its part but true wisdom may 
require uncommon sense. 

Great men and women were not always wise in their decision-making.  

Dick Withington’s thoughts on ‘Being wise’ 

What is it to be wise? Can anyone be wise? Perhaps wisdom is something that 
accrues with ageing: we have more experience of life to inform our ideas and 
possible judgement. Maybe at a younger age we are more inclined to act 
impetuously: ‘Fools rush in ... ’ whereas wise people may be more cautious. Plato 
said ‘Wise men speak because they have something to say; fools speak because 
they have to say something.’ 

My late father-in-law, Alan, when asked for an opinion would often say, ‘That’s an 
interesting question.’ I think this gave him time to get his thoughts in order, 
weighing up the pros and cons, before offering the benefit of his considerable 
wisdom. 

Karen Armbrister’s ‘Wise men and women - ancient and modern’ 

For me, wisdom is about taking life's experiences, learning from them and using 
that learning to try to 'change the world' for the better of others. I think my 
nominations would have to be:  

Jesus Christ. Of course you would expect a Christian to say that. But the fact that 
someone who lived 2000 years ago, whom we only know from reading about and 
hearing from others, who still has a profound effect on the behaviour and attitudes 
of people has to be a wise person in my view!  

If a fictional character can count, I nominate Josiah Bartlett - the fictional US 
president in the series 'The West Wing' played by Martin Sheen. Bartlett is a 
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—————————————————————————————————————-- 

Do you find it difficult to get to church on Sunday mornings? 

Why not come to our new monthly Saturday all-age service? 

Commencing SATURDAY, 28TH FEBRUARY at STRETTON VILLAGE HALL from 3.45pm 

A new informal, contemporary service, starting with tea and cake from 3.45 pm, 
informal seating style with modern worship. Suitable for everyone; families, young 
people - all ages! People who have never been to church, people who have been to 
church but don’t go any more, people who already come to church - everyone is 
welcome! It will finish by 4.45pm. 

Why don’t you give it a try?  More info: Karen Armbrister: 01926 632030 

modest, yet knowledgeable man with deep Christian values, personal regrets and 
misgivings. He is an honest and humorous man of ambition, hugely loyal to his 
family and colleagues, who stands by people and stands up for people. Quite my 
hero!  

Locally, I think I'd choose Rev David Shaw. Again I think my decision revolves 
around him having had many life experiences from which he's learnt: he uses that 
learning to help others to develop their knowledge and understanding. He is a good 
listener but also has many stories to tell about a wide range of topics. I could 
happily spend many hours in his company. I would also put his wife, Mair, in my 
league of wise people. 

Finally, I am inspired by a lot of wise women, but I think I'd settle for a friend, 
Vivienne, who died last year after a very long battle with cancer, leaving a husband 
and three teenage children. She always seemed to have sorted out her priorities in 
life. She was calm and serene, particularly in the face of extreme adversity, and she 
always had a thoughtful perspective about everything. I guess Elizabeth Kirk was 
the same. My natural inclination with both of them was to try to emulate their 
ability to reflect and take time to be still. I always felt calmed after spending time 
with them both. I now have another friend that I met through Vivienne. She 
orchestrated our meeting and now we have grown quite close through our shared 
love and loss of Viv. It was as though Viv felt she could leave this world having 
found her friends some new friends: her wisdom shone through her thoughts and 
actions. 

Who do you consider to be on your list of wise men and women? Thoughts on a 
postcard please - or preferably by email to me, the editor. 

Bryan Tompkins, Dick Withington, Karen Armbrister + Aileen Withington   
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Benefice events for February and March 

Thurs 5th Feb      2.30 pm  Service and Tea, Bourton, Frankton Village Hall 

Wed 11th Feb  10.30 am Home Communion at The Birbury, Karen Armbrister 

Thurs 26th Feb 10.30 am Coffee and Chat in The Birbury 

Sat 28th Feb   3.45 pm Informal all-age service, Stretton Village Hall 

Thurs 5th March    2.30 pm Service and Tea, Bourton, Frankton Village Hall 

Fri 6th March    7.00 pm Women’s World Day of Prayer Service, Stretton Church 

Wed 14th March      10.30 am   Home Communion at Loen, Main St, Jackie Westcott 

Wed 25th March    9.15 am Easter Communion, Knightlow School, Stretton  

Thurs 26th March 10.30 am Coffee and Chat in The Birbury 

Sat 28th March    3.45 pm Informal all-age service, Bourton, Frankton, Village Hall 

SHROVE TUESDAY LUNCH 

at The Friendly Inn, Frankton 

 Tuesday 17th February 2015 - 12.00 for 12.30pm, cost £8 

 Contact Margaret Francis to book your place (01926 632918) 

Everyone welcome 

SPONSORS NEEDED FOR CHURCHYARD MOWING in 2015  

Sincere thanks to everyone who sponsored a "Mow or Two" last Summer to keep 
our Churchyard looking tidy and cared for. Also thanks to the villagers who still, 
when able, came up to mow the churchyard. 

If you are interested in joining either the mowers or sponsors in 2015, please 
contact: Karen Armbrister 632 030 or Daphne Chippendale 632 582 
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St. Leonard’s contact information 

Priest in Charge (vacancy)   

Reader Kevin Downham 01788 811252 kevandles@btinternet.com 

Churchwardens  Dick Withington 

Karen Armbrister 

01926 632644 

01926632030 

dick@special-time.co.uk  

karen.armbrister@btinternet.com 

Parish Office  Wendy Driscoll  
(Tues 9—11 am and 
Thurs 1.30—2.30 pm) 

01926 632370 

 

draycotegroup@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Ch. News Editor Aileen Withington  01926 632644            awchurchnews@hotmail.co.uk 

Photo: Eira Owen 

There are lots of people in all walks of life who do or make 
things that are highly visible: there are also people who 
are prepared to lead from the front and take centre-stage.  

But for each one of the above, there are as just many       
un-sung heroes.  

Here is one of them: our Christmas fairy godmother 
putting the finishing touches to getting St. Leonard’s ready 
for Christmas! 

Thank you from us all. 

Petrol and Mouse Law will once again make 
their star appearance for the Palm Sunday 
walk from the War Memorial to  
St. Leonard’s.  

Doubtless they will be on top form for the 
occasion!  
 

Palm Sunday 

Walk and Service 

in Church   

on 29th March 

10.30 am 

Photo: AW 

Graham Facer 

Graham’s sudden and untimely death in Marton at the age of 64 has saddened 
many people in Birdingbury. His funeral took place at St. Leonard’s Church on 20th 
January. After the service in church, he was buried in the churchyard alongside his 
parents. More than 200 people squeezed into church to pay their respects to him. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with Annette, Susan, Robert, Jayne and their families. 


