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CHURCH NEWS AND VIEWS 

Photos:  Matt Markham 

Mothering Sunday 

On 6th March Dan, Sebastian and I attended the Mothering Sunday service at 

Birdingbury Church. This was quite a special experience for me for two reasons: 

firstly, it was my first Mothers' Day service at the Church, and secondly, it was my 

first Mothers' day as a mum!  

Dick led the service and did a brilliant job at reminding us all that whilst sometimes 

taken for granted, a mother's role is hard work. I appreciated being able to take 

some time to think about my own mum and be thankful for the fact that not only is 

she still with us, but plays a very important role in my life. Hopefully, Sebastian will 

think the same about me when he is older! 

Claire Shuler 

 

Palm Sunday 

As usual, Petrel and Mouse led us from the War Memorial to St. Leonard’s for the 

Palm Sunday service.  This was an event for the 

all the Draycote Benefice churches, led by Rev 

David Shaw. 

It might look as though Bill is giving the donkeys a push down the church path but 

this is an photographic illusion! Peter and Sue’s donkeys have been coming to this 

service for enough years. They happily led us down the church path knowing that 

they would each get a carrot as a reward for good behaviour.   
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Churchwardens news and updates from Dick and Karen 

Following our recent Quinquennial (five-yearly) Inspection by an approved 

architect, we have authorised a company to undertake some work on the church 

roof and drains. This will start sometime after the middle of April. There were also 

recommendations in the report regarding the beech tree by the lych gate. We have 

now appointed an arboriculturalist to make an inspection and produce a report. 

Our Annual Church Meeting (APCM) this year is in church on Wednesday 

13th April at 7.30pm, starting with light refreshments. In addition to the 

necessary procedural items, it is your opportunity to find out more about what we 

have been, and are doing and also to make observations and comments if you wish. 

If you would like a paper copy of the report before the meeting, please get in touch 

with either of us. We look forward to seeing you at this meeting. 

      

Coventry Diocese Pilgrimage of Prayer  

The days between Ascension and Pentecost (5-15 May) are the times that we pray 

for the coming of the Holy Spirit. The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have 

called the whole of the Church of England to prayer during this time, and especially 

to pray ‘Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done’.  

Alongside this, our diocesan bishops, Christopher and John, are calling Christians 

throughout Warwickshire to come together during this period and join them in a 

Pilgrimage of Prayer across the Diocese to pray for the gift of the Holy Spirit and to 

meditate on scripture. 

Bishop Christopher wrote in a recent letter to clergy: 

     ‘There are a number of dimensions coming together in an exciting way. This 

pilgrimage will include a Pilgrimage Walk: ‘Cloud and Fire’, which is an invitation to 

everyone in the diocese to spend some time on a physical pilgrimage with their 

bishops. We aim to make the people of God visible across Coventry and 

Warwickshire as we walk and talk, pray and read the bible together.’  

The conclusion to all this activity will be a major celebration at the cathedral on 

Sunday 15th May 2016 at 5.30pm. This will form one of the Archbishop’s ‘beacon’ 

events on this date. It will feature a live video link with Archbishop Justin and sung 

worship led by Noel Richards. It is likely to be a ticketed event, so if you would like 

to go, please tell us. 

Bishop Christopher concludes: 

     “I would ask that you pray for these plans, for God’s hand to be upon them, so 

that the people of this diocese will be renewed in the Holy Spirit through prayer 

and so made more ready for Christian witness.” 

This will be an exciting time for us, and we hope you will want to take part in some 
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of the pilgrimage and the beacon event at the Cathedral. The pilgrimage will take 

place during 7-15 May and we are encouraged to do as much or as little as we can. 

We hope to be able to offer lifts so that those with mobility difficulties can also be 

included. If that’s you, just let us know.  Leaflets with details can be found in church 

or on the diocesan website www.dioceseofcoventry.org/pilgrimage 

Pilgrimage Routes 

There are various routes around the diocese. Bishop Christopher’s route passes 

closest to us as follows:  

     Friday May 6th –            Southam to Stockton 

     Saturday May 7th –        Stockton to Napton 

     Monday May 9th –         Napton to Lower Shuckburgh 

     Tuesday May 10th –       Lower Shuckburgh to Flecknoe 

     Wednesday May 11th –  Flecknoe to Willoughby 

     Thursday May 12th –     Willoughby to Clifton–on–Dunsmore 

     Friday May 13th –          Clifton to Rugby 

NB All walks begin at 9.30am 

 

 

Rugby Night Shelter 

     We may feel that we have got off lightly with winter weather these past three 

months, but it has still been really cold for those who don’t have a warm, 

comfortable home to sleep in. Rugby Night shelter has done a great job providing 

daily overnight accommodation to Rugby’s homeless at seven different churches, 

from the beginning of December to the end of March, supported by a huge army of 

volunteers. 

     St Leonard’s was proud to be involved this year by providing, preparing and 

serving the evening meal for around 15 one night. We cooked shepherd’s pie, 

lasagne, apple tray bake and chocolate pudding! We arrived at 6.30pm to get the 

meal cooking, laid up the tables and helped to set out bedding for the guests’ 

arrival. Sleeping bags and camp beds are provided and liners for the bags are 

washed daily by volunteers before being passed on. The guests were served with 

copious amounts of tea and coffee, ate a hot evening meal and then there was 

much laughter and chat as we talked and played card games until they retired to 

bed. Further volunteers supervised overnight and at breakfast.      

     The scheme is administered by Hope4, but would not be possible without the 

many volunteers and the churches who make their premises available. We were 

proud to do our bit. 

Liz Ellis, Sue Law and Karen Armbrister 

http://www.dioceseofcoventry.org/pilgrimage
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APRIL and MAY 2016 SERVICES in Draycote Benefice   

 Date  Place  Time  Service  Readings 

 Sun 3 April 

 

 Frankton    

 Bourton   

 Stretton 

    9.15 am 

  10.30 am 

    6.00 pm  

 Holy Communion BCP 

 Holy Communion     

 Evening Worship  

 

 Sun 10 April  Stretton   10.30 am  Benefice Communion     

 Sun 17 April 

  

 

 

 Birdingbury 

 Bourton  

 Frankton   

 Stretton 

  10.30 am 

  10.30 am 

  10.30 am    

  10.30 pm 

 Holy Communion 

 Morning Praise 

 Morning Praise 

 Morning Praise 

 Revelations Ch7 v 9—end 
 John Ch 10 v 22—30 

 Sat 23 April 

  

 Bourton/ 

 Frankton  

    3.45 pm  Celebrate@4 

B, F and D Village Hall 

  

 Sun 24 April  Birdingbury 

 Stretton 

  10.30 am 

    6.00 pm 

 Morning Praise 

 Holy Communion 

 Revelations Ch 21 v 1—6 
 John Ch 13 v 31—35 

 
 Sun 1 May 

  

 

 Frankton 

 Bourton 

 Stretton 

    9.15 am 

  10.30 am 

    6.00 pm 

 Holy Communion BCP  

 Holy Communion 

 Evening Worship 

  

 Thurs 5 May 

 Ascension Day 

 Bourton     2.30 pm  Communion for   

 Ascension Day 

 

 Sun 8 May 

 Rogation Day 

 Stretton   10.30 am  Benefice Rogation   

 Walk + Communion 

 

 Sun 15 May 

 Pentecost 

  

 

  

 Birdingbury 

  

 Bourton 

 Frankton 

 Stretton 

  10.30 am 

  

  10.30 am 

  10.30 am 

  10.30 am 

 Holy Communion  

 with Baptism 

 Morning Praise 

 Morning Praise 

 Morning Praise 

 Romans Ch 8 v 14— 17 
 John Ch 14 v 8—17 
  

 Sat 21 May  Bourton/ 

 Frankton  

    3.45 pm  Celebrate@4 

B/F/D Village Hall 

  

 Sun 22 May  Birdingbury   

 Stretton 

  10.00 am 

    6.00 pm 

 Morning Praise 

 Holy Communion 

 Romans Ch 5 v 1—5 
 John Ch 16 v 12—15 

 Sun 29 May 

 

 Birdingbury   10.30 am  Benefice Communion  Galatians Ch 1 v 1—2 
 Luke Ch 7 v 1—10 
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Food for Thought: Birdingbury Rectors through the ages 

 

‘The times they are a changing’  

     We are (he says with feeling) still without a vicar. We are just one of many 

groups of rural churches across the country who are struggling to find a suitable 

priest. 

     This was not always so. I have been looking back over the list of rectors in 

Birdingbury since 1301. Right through to 1929 St. Leonard’s had a priest for 

Birdingbury parish only. 41 rectors ministered here between those dates. It goes 

without saying that they were all male of course!       

     In 1929 Birdingbury parish became linked with Marton and this liaison continued 

until 1972. When Aileen and I arrived in the village, Birdingbury Church had just 

joined with Leamington Hastings parish. In recent years, when Rev Beth Smith 

retired, we were told we could not appoint a successor and would have to join 

with another local grouping/benefice. It was at this point that St Leonard’s chose to 

link with the Draycote group, for whom Rev Christine Pollard was the priest. On 

Christine’s retirement, Rev Canon Barbara Clutton became the priest for the 

Draycote Benefice. When Barbara retired at the end of January 2014, we entered 

yet another vacancy. Two years and two months later, this position remains 

unfilled. 

     We are told by the powers that be, that the churchwardens, PCCs and other 

lay people are doing a really good job without the leadership of a priest. But it is 

very hard work! However we remain positive that the right solution will be found 

to help us continue to meet the needs of our communities in the coming years. 

 

Dick Withington 

 

PS Amazingly I discovered that the Birdingbury priest between 353 and 1359 was 

an Adam de Wytington. He is no ancestor of mine though! 

Please feel free to contact your churchwardens Dick or Karen anytime if you would 
like to talk to us. If you would like to talk with a priest, we will happily put you in 
touch with one.   
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Special services and events in April and May 

Altar Guild members 

Our Annual General Meeting and Supper  

Thurs 5th May at High Mead, Marton Road  

Please let Liz Ellis (632379) know if you can come 

A very short meeting followed by a very leisurely home-cooked 2-course supper 
with wine and catching up with friends old and new: don’t miss it! 

Rogation Sunday Walk in Stretton on 8th May 

Please meet on The Green in Stretton at 10.30 am for a short walk which will 
finish at All Saints’ Church for a short communion service. 

If you would like a lift, please see Dick or Karen (see p.8 for contacts). 

The Christmas crib in Frankton Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The daughter and granddaughter of Rudi Zeidler, a German Prisoner of War, visit-

ed Frankton Church last week to see for the first time in their lives the nativity 

figures which Rudi carved when he was at Birdingbury Camp 97 between 1944 and 

1947. He gave this set to the priest at the camp in exchange for cigarettes.  

Needless to say, seeing and handling these figures was an emotional occasion for 

both of them. Unfortunately Rudi’s wife was not able to travel with them but no 

doubt she is listening to their experiences and will have plenty of photographs of 

the amazing craftsmanship of her husband and his generosity to Frankton Church. 

 

Aileen Withington 
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Thurs 7 April     2.30 pm  Service and Tea, Bourton and Frankton Village Hall 

Wed 13 April 10.30 am Home Communion at Jenny Hawes, Gables House, Back Lane 

Thurs 28 April  10.30 am Coffee and Chat in The Birbury 

Thurs 5 May     2.30 pm Ascension Day Communion (see Services list), Bourton Church  

Wed 11 May   10.30 am Home Communion at The Birbury 

Thurs 26 May  10.30 am Coffee and Chat in The Birbury 

Events in Draycote Benefice in April and May 

churchdovechurchdovechurchdovechurchdovechurchdovechurchdovechurchdovechurchdove 

 

St. George’s Day Lunch 

at The Friendly Inn, Frankton 

on Tues 26th April, 12 noon for 12.30pm 

Cost £8 

Please contact Margaret Francis on 01926 632918 to book your place 

 

 
 Holiday Bible Club  

 
 1st-5th August 2016 Knightlow School 

                                    to suit ages 5-11yrs 
 

We are still looking for helpers, so if you would like to volunteer  
        as a group leader, group helper, activity leader, or in any way,  

please get in touch. 
 

For more information and an application form please contact: 
Frankie Suffell (frankiesuffell@gmail.com) 

  

Advance notice: 
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St. Leonard’s contact information 

Priest in Charge (vacancy)   

Churchwardens  Dick Withington 

Karen Armbrister 

01926 632644 

01926632030 

dick@special-time.co.uk  

karen.armbrister@btinternet.com 

Parish Office  Wendy Driscoll  
(Mon and Thurs,          
9 - 11 am) 

01926 632370 
            
 

draycotegroup@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 

Ch. News Editor Aileen Withington  01926 632644            awchurchnews@hotmail.co.uk 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is just enough time before going to press to insert a few photographs:   

the Passover Supper in Stretton Church on Maundy Thursday led by David and 

Mair Shaw, a close-up of lilies arranged in St. Leonard’s Church and this year’s 

Easter Garden in the churchyard: you might have to search for this as it is in a 

different place to last year!  

           Ed. 

Photos: Aileen Withington and Maureen Hinton 

EASTER 2016 

Stop press 


