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CHURCH NEWS AND VIEWS 

Vacancy update 

It seems that there may be a speck of light at the end of the tunnel! After two 
and a half years of interregnum, we have received an application for our 
vacancy. A familiarisation visit and interview with this candidate will take place 
early in June.  

This is really positive news as we are all keen to appoint a new leader to suit the 
needs of our benefice. We have now got used to managing without clergy 
leadership: however, it is tiring and time consuming so we look forward to the 
possibility of sharing that leadership role with a new incumbent.  

At the moment the churchwardens group are considering the structure of the 
benefice and how we can best fulfil our mission of worshipping God, making 
new disciples and transforming our communities. We are thinking about how 
we can recognise the gifts we all have and how we can best use them in church 
and in our local communities. We want to be a real Christian presence in our 
villages, spreading the good news and working together with other 
organisations for the good of the village. We want our worship in church to be 
inspiring and suitable for those who like traditional services as well as 
innovative enough to attract new members of all ages who may like something 
different.  

There is a lot of work to do. We would love your input as we take all these 
things forward. We would also welcome your prayers and thoughts as we 
gather for the imminent selection process. 

 

Churchyard Maintenance 

The good news is that the contractors have agreed to cut the churchyard grass 
at the same rate as last year. The bad news is that because of the incredibly mild 
winter they had to start at least a month earlier. If you could possibly help by 
contributing towards the cost, we would be most grateful. For your guidance a 
cut and strim costs £45 a visit.  

We think it is important to keep it looking tidy and at the same time not damage 
our wild flowers, particularly the primroses, violets and cowslips. We are also 
committed to our policy of not having artificial plant materials on graves, with 
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the exception of Remembrance and Christmas times. We think that this  
contributes to the beauty of the churchyard and reflects our care for God’s 
creation. 

The church building and its trees 

You may have noticed some tower scaffolding in use recently. Following our  
five-yearly inspection we have had some minor works done to the roof, 
guttering, portico and drains. The architect was concerned that one of the storm 
water drains had collapsed but his inspection found it to be in good order. This 
is a great relief!  

We have also employed an arboriculturalist to look at the magnificent, old  
roadside beech tree. He has some concerns about possible disease in a central 
limb. We have now authorised him to undertake further tests: more cost but 
clearly we need an expert opinion. 

We have appointed a builder to install a cloakroom in the vestry and a kitchen 
servery unit approximately where the hymn books are currently stored. If all 
goes well, the work should take about six weeks. We hope to start very soon 
after the weekend of the Church Fete. There will inevitably be some disturbance 
to the path and churchyard but not to any known graves. There will be some 
disruption to the building as a place of worship, but we do not envisage having 
to close whilst the work is underway.  

At the moment we are planning to cover all costs from our reserves and to a 
very large extent we will be using the legacy from our late lay reader, Elizabeth 
Kirk. We think she would approve! 

Karen and Dick 

 

St. Leonard’s Church charitable donations 2015  

Each year we aim to give up to 10% of our unrestricted income to charities. Last 

year we gave £1302 in total, thus reaching our annual target. This was largely 

from donations to special services and events.  

Recipient charities last year were: Save the Children, Royal British Legion, 

Warwickshire Farming Community Network, Global Care’s Lebanon Appeal, 

Operation Noah, The Children’s Society, Hope4’s Rugby Night Shelter and Save 

the Children’s Syria Appeal. 

Many thanks for your contributions to these charities. 

Daphne Chippendale 
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If you would like to talk to a churchwarden, please feel free to contact Dick or 
Karen anytime. If you would like to talk with a priest, we will happily put you in 
touch with one. 

Draycote Benefice Prayer Chain 

For many years there have been a number of people within our parishes who 
are committed to praying regularly, on request and in complete confidentiality.  
If you, or someone you know, would like prayer please contact: 

Karen Armbrister – 07919594559 karen.armbrister@btinternet.com 

Thank you,  

Thelma Cain, Stretton 
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      All of these wildflowers are growing in St.   
      Leonard’s churchyard. 
       
      From top left:  
            germander speedwell, cowslip,            
            daisy, herb robert, violet,  
 primrose, cow parsley, cinquefoil,  
 ground ivy, nettle, dandelion,  
 buttercup, bluebell, plantain  
 
      If you know of any more species to add to  
      this list, please contact Dick or Aileen  
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JUNE and JULY 2016 SERVICES in Draycote Benefice   

 Date  Place  Time  Service  Readings 

 Sun 5 June 

 

 Frankton    

 Bourton   

 Stretton 

    9.15 am 

  10.30 am 

    6.00 pm  

 Holy Communion BCP 

 Holy Communion     

 Evening Worship  

 

 Sun 12 June  Stretton 

 Frankton 

 Birdingbury 

 (on Main St) 

  10.30 am 

  11.00 am 

    2.30 pm  

 Holy Communion   

 Celebration service 

 Queen’s 90 birthday  

 celebration service    

 Galations Ch 2 vv 15—end 
 Luke Ch 7 v 36— Ch 8 v 3 

 Sun 19 June 

  

 

 

 Birdingbury 

 Bourton  

 Stretton   

 Frankton   

  10.30 am 

  10.30 am 

  10.30 am    

  11.00 am 

 Holy Communion 

 Morning Praise 

 Morning Praise 

 Morning Praise 

 Galations Ch 3 vv 23—end 
 Luke Ch 8 vv 26—39 

 Sat 25 June 

  

 Bourton  

  

  

    3.45 pm  Celebrate@4 

 Bourton, Frankton,  
 Draycote Village Hall 

  

 Sun 26 June  Birdingbury 

 Stretton 

  10.30 am 

    6.00 pm 

 Morning Praise 

 Holy Communion 

 Galations Ch 5 vv 13—25 
 Luke Ch 9 vv 51—end 

 
 Sun 3 July 

  

 

 Frankton 

 Bourton 

 Stretton 

    9.15 am 

  10.30 am 

    6.00 pm 

 Holy Communion BCP  

 Holy Communion 

 Evening Worship 

  

 Sun 10 July  Stretton   10.30 am  Benefice Communion 

 (Birdingbury to host) 

 Colossians Ch 1 vv 1—14 

 Luke Ch 10 vv 25—37 

 Sun 17 July 

  

 Birdingbury 

 Bourton 

 Frankton 

 Stretton 

  10.30 am       

  10.30 am 

  10.30 am 

  10.30 am 

 Holy Communion 

 Morning Praise 

 Morning Praise 

 Morning Praise 

 Colossians Ch 1 vv 15—28 

 Luke Ch 10 vv 38—end 

 

 Sat 23 July   

  

 

 Bourton  

    

  

    3.45 pm     Celebrate@4 

 Bourton, Frankton,  
 Draycote Village Hall 

   

 Sun 24 July  Birdingbury 

 Stretton 

  10.30 am 

    6.00 pm 

 Morning Praise 

 Holy Communion  

 Colossians Ch 2 vv 6— 15 
 Luke Ch 11 vv 1—13 

 Sun 31 July  Bourton   10.30 am  Benefice Communion   
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Food for the Soul  

Last month I had the privilege of committing a large chunk of time to the pilgrimage 
walks undertaken as part of the diocesan ‘Cloud into Fire’ Pilgrimage of Prayer. I use 
the word privilege advisedly because that is really what it was.  

Firstly, found that it was difficult to commit to spending ‘me time’ walking in our 
beautiful countryside. The necessary day to day activities often mean for me that   
nice-to-do things don’t get a look in! Secondly, going to the walks alone gave me 
the opportunity to meet and talk with lots of new people, all of whom were 
spiritually like-minded. Thirdly, I couldn’t believe how therapeutic the whole 
experience was. Time for walking, chatting and enjoying the countryside and, more 
importantly, time for thoughtful, prayerful reflection is something that I rarely allow 
myself time for at home. 
By the end of the week I was in a different mind-set, feeling spiritually refreshed 
and revitalised. Talking openly with others about our faith, without embarrassment 
or hesitation, was a natural part of the journey. I was definitely out of my comfort 
zone but felt encouraged and nurtured to open up to others, as they did to me. 

The week culminated in an extraordinary service at Coventry Cathedral on 
Pentecost Sunday, led by a national Christian rock group, where over a thousand 
people were united in praise. Bishop Christopher, immersed in a pool, baptised 15 
people and confirmed a further 25 people into the Christian faith.  

I really enjoyed the service, not least because I was with a 13 year old friend who 
asked to be baptised around two years ago. She comes to church with me: I am her 
church ‘Mum’. Helping and supporting her faith development has driven me to look 
at my own faith.  

Through this pilgrimage I have discovered that taking a chunk of time from an 
otherwise busy diary is hard: it required a discipline that I wasn’t sure I could do. 
But I did it and I benefitted from it enormously.  

As a consequence, I have decided that I need to do the following: a) refresh and 
nourish my spirit when needed, b) develop my faith further and c) help others to 
grow in their own faith.  

So I offer the following challenges to you: What are you doing to nourish and 
refresh yourself spiritually when you need it? How are you going to make time to 
commit to God? Do you want to? 

With love, 

Karen 
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St. Leonard’s events in June and July 

Notice for all Altar Guild members 
Rearranged Altar Guild Supper 

The new date is: Tuesday 21st June 2016, 7.30 pm at High Mead, Marton Road.  

Our sincere apologies if you had made arrangements to attend the previous date. 
Third time lucky!  

The very short AGM will be followed by supper: let's hope for a warm, dry 
summer’s evening at Aileen and Dick’s house. 

We look forward to seeing you there. Please RSVP for catering purposes.  

Eira     632877  Liz      632379  Aileen 632644 

Celebration service for the Queen’s 90th birthday 

Karen will lead an informal celebratory service outside the bus shelter at 2.30 pm 

on Sunday 12th June. As on your recent flyer, this will precede the street party.  

Hopefully we’ll see you there. 

St. Leonard’s Church Fête Saturday 25th June 2.30- 4.30pm 

Please see more information in the main section of Birdsong.  
 
Reminder: Contacts for contributions to stalls and extra raffle tickets: 

Karen Armbrister (632030) Davenport Cottage, Back Lane (put in front 
porch) 
Jenny Hawes Gables House, Back Lane 
Liz Ellis 2 Old Rickyard, Back Lane 
Daphne Chippendale, Lyndhurst (632582) and Dick Withington, High Mead 
(632644) on Marton Road (for anything to do with the Raffle) 

Please pray for sunshine! 

Thank you - in advance 

Dick and Karen 
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Regular events in Birdingbury 

Wed 8 June  10.30 am Home Communion group: ‘Sharing’ at Karen Armbrister’s, 
Davenport Cottage, Back Lane 

Thurs 30 June  10.30 am Coffee and Chat in The Birbury 

Wed 13 July   10.30 am Home Communion at Jackie Westcott’s, Loen, Main St. 

Thurs 28 July  10.30 am Coffee and Chat in The Birbury 

churchdovechurchdovechurchdovechurchdovechurchdovechurchdovechurchdovechurchdove 

Photos:   

Congratulations to Claire and Dan Shuler ’s son, Sebastian and his godfather, 

Oliver Lockwood, who were baptised at St. Leonard’s on 15th May. 

               

 Congratulations also to Turlough 

 Preston, son of Tom and Christine and 

 grandson of Jenny and David. 

 Turlough was baptised in Northern 

 Ireland and had a baptismal blessing at 

 St. Leonard’s on 21st May.  

 The ceremonies for both of these 

 children were witnessed by a good 

 number of people in the congregation. 

 

Reminder for PCC members:    

Next PCC meeting is 12th July, 7.30 pm in The Birbury 

Photo: Jenny Preston 

"And He took the children in His arms, put His hands on them and blessed 
them."  Mark Ch10:16  

"One tiny hand to guide and hold,  
One tiny life to shape and mould;  
each child, a gift from God above,  
a symbol of His strength and love."   Author unknown 
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St. Leonard’s contact information 

Priest in Charge (vacancy)   

Churchwardens  Dick Withington 

Karen Armbrister 

01926 632644 

01926632030 

dick@special-time.co.uk  

karen.armbrister@btinternet.com 

Parish Office  Wendy Driscoll  
(Mon and Thurs,          
9 - 11 am) 

01926 259109 
            
New tel. no.! 

draycotegroup@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 

Ch. News Editor Aileen Withington  01926 632644            awchurchnews@hotmail.co.uk 

Photo: Karen Armbrister 

Home Communion 

Jackie Westcott, one of the founders of this group, writes: 

Home Communion started in 1990 when I was convalescing at home after one 
of my major operations. Rev. Jo Stevenson was kind enough to bring 
communion to me as I was unable to go to church.  Between us we decided that 
once a month would be fine and soon others joined in - Doreen being one of the 
first.   

Since then numbers have fluctuated but we have a core group of about ten. As 
the hill to and from church becomes more difficult as we get older, we are glad 
of the opportunity to join in a communion service.  Anyone is welcome to 
become part of the group.   Do come! 

 Jenny Hawes, a regular member of the group, says: 

This is a friendly group and a lovely uplifting experience. We use the service 
book from St. Leonard's so the prayers are familiar to us.  It is not always 
possible to find a vicar so occasionally we have a Celtic Prayer Morning or 
follow the Morning Praise service from the Book of Common Prayer.  We 
sometimes listen to music as well, adding another dimension to our prayers. 

We usually meet in someone's home - or 
garden, weather permitting - and afterwards 
share refreshments and thoughts. New friends 
are always welcome and if you wish to join us, 
details are published in Church News and 
Views and are always available from Jackie 
Westcott, 01926 632494.  

This photograph of the group was taken in 
summer 2015. 


