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What is a Neighbourhood Development Plan?

• A response to the Government placing renewed emphasis on planning at 
the local level

• An opportunity to have more influence on how the place in which we live 
and work will change over time
• Develop a shared vision for our neighbourhood
• Choose where new homes, local facilities and other development should be built
• Identify and protect what we like and value
• Influence what new buildings should look like: style, purpose

An opportunity to make an informed decision on whether to undertake a plan 
or not



Sustainability



Why bother?
There are a number of advantages to having a Neighbourhood Development Plan:

• RBC Local Plan promises 12,400 new homes by 2031 with space identified for up 

to 15,000

• Birdingbury will be less vulnerable to pressure for new housing that does not 

reflect local needs

• it will carry more weight than our existing Parish Plan (developed in 2009) or a 

Community Action Plan or a Village Design Statement 

• the extensive expansion of the area to the south west of Rugby is already set out 

in the Rugby Borough Council Local Plan to 2031

• current limitation on development in Birdingbury may change in the future
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Challenges

There are a number of things we need to take into account when making the 

decision about proceeding:

• the village as a whole needs to agree to go ahead and contribute their views and 

wishes through questionnaires and meetings

• a team of committed people needs give their time regularly to lead the process 

and work with outside professionals 

• it could take one to two years to complete

• it could be frustrating working with a range of varying views and gaining 

consensus

• there will be costs associated with developing and publishing the Plan



Experience of other communities

• We have already seen SW Rugby plan urbanising the area between Cawston and 
Dunchurch

• Grandborough Lodge Farm development of 1500 houses approved

• Long Itchington

• Kineton

• Bubbenhall and Baginton

• Ryton

• Harbury



Eight steps 
to preparing a Neighbourhood Development Plan

Getting Started

Identifying the issues

Develop a vision and objectives

Generate options

Draft your Neighbourhood Plan

Consultation and submission

Independent examination

Referendum and adoption

Identify the key economic, social and 
environmental issues

Identify key National Planning Policy 
Framework and Local Plan Policy Objectives

Develop the sustainability framework 
(objectives and criteria)

Appraise the options using the sustainability 
framework

Appraise the options using the sustainability 
framework

Prepare the Sustainability Appraisal report



Next steps
We are here!



Questions?
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