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Parish Council Report November 2017 

I stepped in to the chair for this month’s Parish Council meeting in the absence of 

Diana Turner, who was visiting Leslie in hospital. I'm sure you will join me in 

wishing him a speedy recovery.  

We received an update from Cllr David Preston who attended a meeting about the 

new HS2 works that are already starting nearby. With significant roadworks on the 

Fosse Way at the Snowford Hill and Welsh Road junctions, there will be inevitable 

disruption to travel. Check out the link on the Parish Council website if you want any 

further information. 

We signed the cheque to BT to adopt the Telephone Box, the first step towards 

refurbishing it before the defibrillator is installed, so everything is moving forward 

nicely.  

As you will probably know, there has been a spate of crime in the village in recent 

weeks, so please keep your property secured and valuables out of site, particularly as 

Christmas approaches. 

We all agreed that the village Bonfire was a great success again this year, which, of 

course, doesn't happen on its own. So, many thanks to all those who worked so hard 

to make it happen. 

Finally, as this will be the last Parish Council report of the year, may I wish you a 

Happy Christmas and prosperous New Year. 

Do feel free to contact any of the councillors, or the Clerk, about any local issue, or 

come along to our next meeting, which will take place at 

7.30pm on Tuesday, January 16 2018 in the Birbury 

Ian Tipton  

Deputy Chair, Birdingbury Parish Council 
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Remembrance Memories 

Remembrance Sunday: a day to remember and honour those who were lost, and to be 

thankful for those who survived. 

The day creates vivid memories for me as an important day in the calendar from my 

days as a chorister, with the Choir Master in his RAF uniform parading us to our war 

memorial, together with the flag carriers of the Royal British Legion, the Girls 

Friendly Society, the Scouts, Girl Guides and Church Lads Brigade.  Since that time, 

I only recall having missed one church service on Remembrance Day, and that was 

when I was in London and so I went to the Cenotaph. 

With a Grandfather, who lied about his age to fight on the Somme with the Durham 

Light Infantry, and a Father who joined the RAF at the age of 18 as a member of the 

Voluntary Reserve, this day has been one that I have always been able to contemplate 

with thanks that they came through, unlike those whom Bill Cowley remembers in his 

own inimitable style.  This year, we were once again joined in church by Dr Peter 

Kent, the Headmaster of Lawrence Sheriff School. He joked about the efforts of his 

predecessor at the outbreak of war, establishing a platoon of the Home Guard and 

promoting himself to Colonel in Chief but who put everything into perspective when 

he reflected that of 400 boys in the school in 1939, 52 young lives had been lost by 

1945. 

But in addition to remembering the many men who lost their 

lives, this year’s ceremony was also a time to reflect on the 

fact that it is 100 years since women were recruited into the 

services. I was reminded of my Grandfather's older sister, my 

Great Aunt Bertha.. On joining the Women's Auxiliary Army 

Corps, she was issued with 'coat, frock, 3 collars and 2 pairs of 

stockings'. How would we survive?   

As we made our way into the 

Club for warm coffee on a cold, 

fresh day, it was good to be 

reminded that this service goes 

on, with Gaynor Davy resplendent with her Gulf War 

medal, and to remember her RAF service which 

culminated at RAF Wittering as a Corporal Flight 

Nursing Attendant. 

We do owe so much to so many. 

Andrew Armbrister 
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Birdingbury 100 years ago: Health and Medicine 

Birdingbury residents were probably healthier than town populations due to clean air 

and access to fresh food. It was not a wealthy village however, and finding money to 

pay for a doctor to visit was probably a real worry in the days before the NHS.  

Some doctors ran schemes whereby patients could pay a small sum each week for 

medical cover. This ensured a basic level of care for those who otherwise could not 

afford it, but was not very lucrative for doctors. Insurance schemes provided by 

insurance companies, employers, friendly societies or Trade Unions (known as ‘sick 

clubs’) also helped with the costs of medical care. If you could not afford any form 

of ‘insurance’, you might find yourself in a workhouse hospital. Under the National 

Insurance Act in 1911, GPs were paid the same rate of 2s (10p) for town and country 

(poor) patients. Access to a GP became free to male workers who were on low pay, 

but this didn't cover their wives or children, workers with a better standard of living 

or the retired. It worked through a ‘panel’ often operated by Friendly Societies who 

paid GPs as little as possible. GPs in affluent areas could rely on income from their 

patients. Poorer people, if they could not pay the small fee, had little right to care but 

sometimes obtained it through the GP's charity.  

We know that at this time there were doctors based in Marton, Dunchurch and 

Southam; it is probable that these doctors would have visited and treated Birdingbury 

residents. 

There was some interesting correspondence in the 1917 British Medical Journal from 

rural GPs complaining that, although there was less sickness in the countryside, their 

jobs were more difficult due to the distances they had to travel to visit patients. These 

GPs felt that they should be paid more to cover the cost of their petrol.  

In 1901, life expectancy in England at birth was 48 for men, and 51.6 for women. 

This can be misleading, however, as the calculation is based on age at death in 

previous years. Infant mortality was high; in some areas one in four children died 

before their first birthday so this naturally brought the ‘average’ down. In other 

words, if you survived early childhood, you had a good chance of living well past the 

figures above. However, before antibiotics and the widespread availability of 

vaccinations (1920s), infectious diseases were the main cause of death and these 

could rapidly devastate families and whole communities. 

The ‘Spanish Flu’ pandemic of 1918 was one of the greatest medical disasters of the 

20th century. During the pandemic of 1918/19, over 50 million people died world-

wide, and a quarter of the British population were affected. It appears that Birdingbury 

was fortunate: although there are no medical records available for this period, only 

three deaths occurred between 1918 and 1920 - two men aged 79, and a young man 

killed in the war. 
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If Birdingbury people needed hospital 

treatment, they would probably have 

been taken to Warneford Hospital in 

Leamington Spa. This hospital, on 

Radford Road, closed in 1993. 

The VAD (Voluntary Aid Detachment) 

Red Cross Hospitals  

These hospitals were established to 

provide care and convalescence for 

soldiers wounded in the First World War. The patients at these hospitals generally did 

not have life-threatening injuries but needed time to convalesce. 

The War Office fixed and paid grants to hospitals for every patient they looked after, 

and the grant amount increased annually during the war. At the highest rate, the 

government paid £1 4s 6d (£1.23) per week, or £63 14s 0d (£63.70) per annum, for 

each patient. This covered full hospital treatment, food and other costs. Local doctors 

did a lot of voluntary work in these hospitals. In 1917 the War Office decided that 

some payment should be given to them for their efforts. 

At a meeting in November 1916, John Akroyd (living at Birdingbury Hall) donated 

£100 towards the capital sum required to fund the Southam hospital. It was probably 

not a coincidence that Mrs Akroyd became deputy commandant of the hospital (the 

commandant oversaw the hospital, except for the medical and nursing services). The 

Akroyds’ three sons were serving officers in the Army during the war. It is likely that 

some Birdingbury women volunteered to help at the hospital.  

Southam VAD Hospital (The Grange, sometimes called the Springs, on Coventry 

Road) 

The hospital had only two professional 

nurses, who were responsible for the 

medical care of the patients. They 

supervised the VAD ‘nurses’, who 

would wash and dress the patients, 

make beds, and provide basic care. 

Local doctors would give their time 

voluntarily, although were eventually 

paid by the government as the war 

dragged on. 

Source: Southam Heritage Collection 
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Southam Hospital was one of 39 similar temporary hospitals in Warwickshire – this 

illustrates the scale of need for this level of care. Many more soldiers would have 

been in the military hospitals receiving more advanced treatment. 

Dr Ernest Ormerod looked after the patients throughout the time the hospital was 

open. He also served surrounding villages using his car as a consulting room. It is 

very likely that Birdingbury was one of the villages he visited. Apparently, no one 

was ever turned away by Dr Ormerod, even if they were not able to pay. 

Liz Davies 

BIRDSONGBIRDSONGBIRDSONG 

 

Family Bonfire 

The Annual Fireworks Extravaganza (or Family Bonfire) took place on Saturday 

November 4th in the recreation field. Sterling work had taken place the week before, 

when suitable material for the fire was collected by a team, coordinated by David 

Preston. On the day itself, and before, rain threatened to stop play, but apart from a 

need to wear wellies, the evening itself was fine and clear.  

The gate keepers did a good job in selling tickets to last minute hopefuls and the 

food tent (run like clockwork by Jackie, Jenny, Barbara and Christine) offered 

delicious vegetable soup, hot dogs and baked potatoes. 

Lots of playing and socialising passed the time quickly 

until First Firework. 

So, once the bonfire was lit, food consumed and the 

children had enjoyed a good run around, it was time for 

the main event. The fireworks were even better than in 

previous years and were very colourful. Seats in the 

form of hay bales meant those unable to stand could sit 

and the height of the display meant all could see. This 

required good team work to produce and this was very 

evident in that the programme ran slickly with no misfires 

(OK, maybe one tiny one), and good coordination when 

multiple arrangements were in action.  

The team received a well-deserved round of applause at the end. We thought it was 

longer than last year and more spectacular - hopefully there are some good photos!  

Thanks to everyone involved.  

Chris and Carmel de Nahlik 
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Neighbourhood Watch 

Over the last month or so there has been a most unusual and worrying spike in crime 

affecting Birdingbury.  We have been subjected to:  

• the theft of a car 

• theft of tools from a van 

• theft of a set of ladders 

• smash and grab of valuables from a car 

• attempted night time burglary 

• and, most worrying, the day time burglary of a house on the Stockton 

Road. 

The police are working very hard to try to identify and apprehend the individuals 

responsible. 

I think it is important to know that we are not the only village being targeted.  Marton 

has also suffered from several burglaries, along with Long Itchington.   

The NHW alert system works very simply.  As soon as I am made aware of an incident, 

or I have any information to feedback, I circulate it, by email, to all the addresses I 

hold for that purpose (currently 115).  If you are not on that circulation list, please let 

me know and I will be happy to include you.   

The information is also shared with neighbouring NHW co-ordinators.  I believe the 

most valuable thing about this for us in Birdingbury is knowing very quickly what has 

happened/is happening: not only to be wary for our own sakes but also to have the 

opportunity to help with information feedback in a 

really timely manner.  

People play a valuable role in information gathering. 

Therefore, please do let me know as soon as possible 

about any problems you have experienced or suspicious 

activity you may spot. Small details often link together 

and help provide the police with valuable intelligence 

that builds into a wider picture. 

I have been asked by the police to thank all our residents 

whose information is helping them with investigations. I 

will myself add a thank you because it makes the job of circulating it worthwhile too! 

I can be contacted on 01926 633493or via email at jackie@elliam.org 

Jackie Morton 

mailto:jackie@elliam.org
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A Spooky Night 

Firstly, on our spooky trip, we went to the Club. The group was 

quite big, so Denty went with the big group and we went the 

opposite way in a smaller group.  We had a thrilling, spooky, 

scary, terrifying and gruesome time visiting houses around the 

village!  After that, we went back to the Club and we played some 

games. The games included pin the boo on the ghost, wrap the 

mummy, ghost bowling and scary musical statues. My favourite 

part of the evening was the games.  Seeing the houses was also fun 

because we got to see the spooky stuff. 

Lexie Thomlinson, age 9 

Firstly, on this spooky night, we put on our costumes and got 

torches. I liked going round all the houses and collecting lots 

of sweets!  My favourite game was doughnuts on strings, 

because I like eating doughnuts. 

Kara Thomlinson, age 6 

 

Friends of Leamington Hastings Academy Update 

Preparations are well underway for the annual school Christmas Fayre which will be 

held on Friday 15th December.  Doors open from 3.15pm and we’d love to see lots of 

past and present parents, grandparents, siblings and friends!  This is one our key 

fundraising events in the school year, and we can promise all the traditional tombolas, 

some tasty cakes, and festive fun with our games and crafts, so please pop in.  

Any donations of raffle prizes or chocolates/bottles for the tombolas would be very 

much appreciated.  Raffle tickets will be available to purchase from Lesley (call 

01926 633055 or text 07967 452076). There will be lots of great prizes to win!  

Look out for our next update with news of our (in)famous quiz night in March! 

Lesley Thomlinson, Secretary 

Claire Wood, Chair 

 

BIRDSONGBIRDSONGBIRDSONG 
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Neighbourhood Development Plan 

Our first formal meeting was held in the club at 8pm on Wednesday 15th November. 

All the meetings are open to everyone and 14 villagers were able to make it on this 

occasion.  

We all agreed the need to elect a chair and secretary as a first step towards smaller 

groups being formed and tasked with various pieces of work. Both Lesley Fleming 

(Chairman) and Jackie Morton (Secretary) were persuaded and then, unanimously, 

elected to their posts. 

Most of the meeting was spent with everyone sharing their views of what the plan 

means to them and how we should move forwards. What eventually became clear was 

that we need the advice of experts before we decide on how to approach our next steps 

forward. It was proposed and agreed that a small team of individuals, with planning 

expertise and recent experience, would pursue some formal and informal contacts to 

establish Rugby Borough Council’s current thinking on the status of Birdingbury vis a 

vis the Bourough Plan. 

The next meeting will be in January. Please see the website for details. 

Meanwhile, the minutes and other relevant information can be found on the village 

website at: http://www.birdingbury.org 

Ian Tipton 

Neighbourhood Development Plan Team 

 

Ladies Circle 

Ladies Circle November meeting welcomed 

back Diane who helped us prepare a flower 

arrangement for Christmas.  Now all we’ve 

got to do is remember how to recreate it for 

the big day.   

If anyone would like to join our friendly relaxed group, please contact me on 01926 

632579 for details. 

Date for your new diaries: February 13th we have booked a speaker from the Warwick-

shire Badger Group – gentlemen welcome too. 

Leigh Sidaway 

Chair 

BIRDSONGBIRDSONGBIRDSONG 

http://www.birdingbury.org
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Marton Shopping Evening 

The annual Marton Charity Shopping Evening was held on 

Saturday 7th October. This was the fifth time the event had 

been staged and once again it proved highly popular, with 

visitors coming from both surrounding villages and further 

afield. One discerning customer travelled all the way from London to experience this 

exclusive event! 

Shoppers were delighted to explore the many stalls showcasing a unique range of 

hand crafted products. These included individually designed jewellery; scented 

toiletries and candles; distinctive fashion accessories; unique children’s clothes and 

toys, plus a choice of absolutely divine chocolates and fudges.  

A fabulous total of £900 was raised for Myton Hospice. This included £600 from the 

raffle, organised by Daphne Chippendale and Val Stubbs. We would like to thank 

them, and everyone else who lent a hand in ensuring the success of the evening. 

Many thanks are also due to Mainline Timber of Marton, 

Hilltop Farm, and The Oak and Black Dog at Stretton who 

generously sponsored the super raffle prizes.   

For those who missed out, there’s always next year!  

Mary Harrison and Helen Keeves 

 

Swap Shop Presents............? 

Question:  Do you have any unwanted gifts lying around from Christmas 2016, or 

  earlier?  At a loss to know what to do with them? 

Answer: Bring them to Swap Shop in the Birbury at 10.30 on Saturday 23rd  

  December and swap them for something else! 

Even if you don't have any gifts to swap, come along anyway as Kate French is 

making one of her special cakes. 

Stop Press: 

We're going to do another present swap in 2018 on Saturday 6th January. 

Hope to see you at Swap Shop soon, everyone welcome. 

Jenny Hawes and Di Turner 

 

 

BIRDSONGBIRDSONGBIRDSONG 
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The Birbury 

We will be having our annual get together in the Birbury on Saturday 16th De-

cember to celebrate Christmas. 

Tea at 3 will give us a chance to share a cuppa or a glass of sherry, warm home-made 

mince pies and sing, together with our talented keyboard player, a choice of festive 

songs. If everything runs according to plan, some of the villagers who are going to the 

Panto might be able to join us for a festive finale. 

Everyone welcome and transport is available, please phone Gaynor or Simon on 

632041 to arrange a lift. 

Jenny Hawes 

Birbury Chair 

BIRDSONGBIRDSONGBIRDSONG 

Coffee and Chat 

Our final Coffee and Chat of 2017 is on Thursday 28th November at 10.30 in the 

Birbury. 

The first get together of 2018 will be on Thursday 25th January. 

Everyone is welcome and it's a chance to catch up with fellow villagers, and relax 

with a drink and some tasty goodies: there might even be some mince pies!  Hope to 

see you there.......... 

Your friends from St. Leonard's 

BIRDSONGBIRDSONGBIRDSONG 

Shoe Box Update 

Firstly, sincere thanks to the gallant team of "Rappers". This 

year we have wrapped over 150 boxes, which have been 

taken to the Organisers at Stretton. These boxes have now 

been filled with Christmas Goodies and will shortly be sent 

to rural areas in Romania. If anyone would still like to con-

tinue wrapping or donating gifts, please let me know, as 

wrapped boxes will now go into store ready for Christmas 

2018. 

A magnificent effort from all concerned. Look forward to 

hearing from you in 2018. 

Daphne Chippendale 
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The Return of ‘The Birds’ 

 

It must be that time of year again; the annual 

re-appearance of The Birds!  There are very 

good reasons for a quiet summer on the 

Village music scene, as Birdingbury’s very 

own ‘Rock Tribute Act’ (anon!) were not in 

the same country long enough to even have 

any musical differences.  But worry not Pop 

Pickers, the Birds are re-united and, with 

focus fully restored, are ready to assault your 

senses once again.   

In a bespoke studio reminiscent of Floyd’s Britannia Row, the band are working 

towards a live return to the Club on 10th February 2018 (save the date now!), with 

new songs, new instruments and a few surprises!  We are also planning future 

events and appearances in the Village, and beyond, for the Spring and Summer of 

2018, so keep your ears to the ground!  

As part of our preparations, The Birds are curating an ‘Open Mic’ Night at the 

Club on Sat 9th December 2017 at 8pm.  Members of The Birds will be trying out 

some of our new covers and we invite any other musicians and singers to come 

along and do their stuff.   

A great opportunity to get involved and keep Birdingbury rockin’ in the free 

world… 

Simon Davy 

BIRDSONGBIRDSONGBIRDSONG 

Jam Tomorrow? 

Venice and I would like to thank everyone for the friendly welcome we have met 

since moving here. We love it in Birdingbury. The only problem is remembering 

everyone's names.  

As some of you already know, I play a bit of guitar and sing and 

would like to contact anyone in the village for a chat about music 

and maybe playing a bit. Any musicians please contact me on 

01926 719039 or call at 26 Main Street. 

Steve Edgar 
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Birdingbury Club 

Saturday 9
th

 December 

8.00pm 
Free Admission 

Forthcoming event: 

 

Open-Mic Night 
Curated by 

 

The Birds 

Do you play an instrument? Want to sing?   
Want to do both? 

Then this is your night… 
 

Interested? Please contact Simon in advance 
Email: simon.davy@live.co.uk 

Tel: 01926 632041 

mailto:simon.davy@live.co.uk
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Bonding, Baking and Broadening the Mind - The 

Beauty of Book Groups  

Back in 2011, a group of six Birdingbury friends formed a Book Group (the second of 

two such groups in the village) in order to share, read and discuss good novels (and eat 

cake!). Having picked up five more members over the years, we continue to meet once 

a month on a Monday evening, squeezing around someone’s kitchen table (or garden 

table, if the weather is kind). Since then, we’ve been tackling a selection of thought 

provoking and prize-winning books, representing a whole range of genres, with the 

occasional cinema trip, summer salad night and winter mulled wine evening in the 

mix.  

Our reading matter triggers discussions about a host of issues including the partition of 

India, the post-slavery era, immigration, the Polish resistance, cloning and unsolved 

murders. Being part of a book group is a great way to broaden one’s reading matter and 

experience novels more fully. But perhaps the most valuable aspect of our book group 

is the company of friends. 

Currently reading: Uncle Silas by Sheridan Le Fanu 

Next up: Lincoln in the Bardo by George Saunders 

(Man Booker Prize Winner 2017) 

Most divisive book of the year:  The Sellout by Paul 

Beatty (Man Booker Prize Winner 2016) 

This month’s cake: Bakewell tart 

Are you interested in starting a book group? We would happily assist others who 

would like to embark on a similar journey. Drop me an email at ruthadewale@aol.com 

Ruth Adewale 

BIRDSONGBIRDSONGBIRDSONG 

More Fine Writing 

Are you interested in Calligraphy? Our group 

meets every Thursday from 9.30 am to 12.30 

p.m.at the Village Hall in Bourton-on-

Dunsmore. 

All levels of experience are welcome.  

Just come along, or ring Caroline on 07855 646 348 for more details. 

Howard Collerson 

mailto:ruthadewale@aol.com
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 The return of the Birdingbury Village Choir! 

Those frequenting the Club on a Friday night will 

have heard that we have now moved on a season 

after our ‘Night at the Musicals’ last July. We 

have been practising a Christmas themed 

repertoire, under the leadership of Nick Jakeman, 

a local Choir Leader from Grandborough, which 

we will be singing in the Family Carol service on Sunday 17 December at 4pm in the 

Church. We hope you will feel able to support this very informal service, suitable for 

all ages, which will also include family carols and the blessing of our nearly sixty-year 

old, crib (with thanks to David Harrison). Mulled wine and mince pies will be served 

afterwards. 

Karen Armbrister 

BIRDSONGBIRDSONGBIRDSONG 

Community Carol Singing 

If you’d like to join us for some carol singing around our community, we would love 

to see you! We’ll be meeting at 6pm outside the Club on Thursday 21 December.  

Bring a torch, dress warmly and come prepared to 

join in! We will be collecting for ‘Shelter’, a 

national charity supporting the homeless at 

Christmas. 

Karen Armbrister 

 

BIRDSONGBIRDSONGBIRDSONG 

Get Well Soon 

Observant Birdsong readers might notice a few gremlins that could have sneaked into 

this edition. The precision and erudition of our eagle eyed proof reader, Leslie Turner, 

has been sadly lacking in (should that be ‘from’, Leslie?) this edition. Our best wishes 

go to him, and also to Barbara Moore, whose fanatical support will be sorely missed at 

the rugby. 

We wish you both a speedy recovery. 

Editor 
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Community Lunch: Sunday 7 January 2018 

Do you remember last year we held a really well attended community lunch in the 

Birbury and Club? We thought we would kick the New Year off with a bang and 

organise another on Sunday 7 January 2018, serving lunch from 12.30pm and 

utilising the whole Birbury and Club space. 

This year, we aim to avoid over catering and too much wastage so we would like to 

manage both the allocation of cooking and the choices. If you would like to make a 

donation towards the lunch, for which we would be most grateful, then this is what 

we’d like please: 

• 6 Shepherd’s or cottage pies, each to feed 6-8 

• 6 Chicken casseroles (preferably cooked and delivered in a slow cooker), 

each to feed 6-8 

• 2 Vegetarian lasagnes, each to feed 6-8 

• 30 Jacket potatoes 

• Bowl of grated cheese 

• Bowl of baked beans 

• 6 dishes of mixed vegetables (we will deliver 

suitable hot tray / trolley dishes for serving) 

• 10 hot or cold puddings, each to feed 6 -8 

• Offers of help setting up and clearing up 

We hope there will be something to suit all tastes here. However, if you would like to 

come and you have specific dietary requirements, then just let one of us know and we 

will arrange for something suitable to be available. 

So please: 

Let us know if you would like to ‘donate a dish’ or make a monetary donation 

towards the meal 

Mark your diaries, invite your neighbours and let’s see if we can make it a 

grand start to Birdingbury community life 2018!  

No booking is needed – just turn up! 

Karen Armbrister 632030 (karen.armbrister@btinternet.com) 

Leigh Sidaway 632579 (ls@sidaways.net)  

mailto:karen.armbrister@btinternet.com
mailto:ls@sidaways.net
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 Club Round-Up 

 

We look forward to welcoming you all over the festive season! 

Tony Flint        

 

Lost 

I left a pair of very lovely black leather gloves in the club last 

Sunday after the Remembrance Day ceremony. They were my 

Mother's and are of great sentimental value to me, hence only 

bringing them out once a year. Having asked around to no avail, I 

can only hope that someone inadvertently picked them up, or 

rescued them, and do not know to whom they belong!! 

If anyone has any news, please do get in touch with me on 01926 632379. Many 

thanks. 

Liz Ellis 

Date Event Time 

Saturday December 2 Wasps v Leicester Tigers Rugby 

Outing    

15.00 

Friday December 8 Pizza Night  17.00 

Saturday December 9 The Birds and Open Mic Night  20.00 

Saturday December 16 Children’s Panto Outing (with food 

afterwards) and Open Mic Night  

12.00 

Thursday December 21 Fish & Chips  19.45 

Sunday December 24 Christmas Draw  20.00 

Monday December 25 Christmas Day Opening  12.00 to 14.00  

Tuesday December 26 Boxing Day Opening  12.00 to 17.00   

Sunday December 31 New Year’s Eve Fizz & Canapes  tba 

Monday January 1 New Year’s Day Opening  12.00 to 15.00   

Sunday January 7 Community Lunch    12.30 

BIRDSONGBIRDSONGBIRDSONG 
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For more information or to pledge promises please contact 

any of the organisers; Dick Withington,  Sam McGauley, 

Jenny Edwards, Darren Young and Alex Rigler either in per-

son or via 

globalcarebirdingbury@gmail.com 

An evening of fun led by the ‘One & Only’  

Mr John Starley.  

St Leonards Church, Birdingbury presents  

An Auction of Promises  

in support of Global Care  

Saturday 17th March 7pm 

A 

U 
C T I 

O 
N 

Global Care is a registered charity, 

no 1054008 
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Krismet 

Once 

A lovely sunbeam, 

A lonely 

Icicle found. 

 

‘I'm such a frozen drip’, 

He said. 

She said, 

‘I'll stick around.' 

 

 

She 

Became starlight on crystal. 

He? 

A damp patch on the ground. 

 

Chin up - Smile! 

Don't say, 'Never.' 

Love can change 

Your life forever. 

 

Pilgrim 
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Birdsong Editor:  Lesley Fleming 

    Moonrakers, Back Lane Tel 632508 

    Email: birdsong1@btinternet.com 

Church News Editor : Rachel Glanville  

    Olcote, Main Street Tel 633369 

    Email:  churchnews34@gmail.com 

Copy date for next issue – 18th January 2018 

    Birdingbury Calendar 

December Event Venue Time 

Saturday 2 Wasps v Leicester Tigers Rugby 

Outing    

Meet outside 

Club 

15.00 

Friday 8 Pizza Night  Club 17.00 
Saturday 9 The Birds and Open Mic Night  Club 20.00 

Friday 15 Christmas Fayre LH school 15.15 

Saturday  16 Children’s Panto Outing (food 
afterwards) 
Open Mic Night  

 

Club 

12.00  

20.00 

Saturday 16 Tea at Three Birbury 15.00 

Sunday 17 Family Carols Church 16.00 

Thursday 21 Carol Singing Meet outside 

Club 

18.00 

Thursday 21 Fish & Chips  Club 19.45 

Saturday 23 Swap Shop Birbury 10.30 

Sunday  24 Christmas Draw  Club 20.00 

Monday  25 Christmas Day Opening  Club 12.00-

14.00 
Tuesday 26 Boxing Day Opening  Club 12.00-

16.00   
Sunday 31 New Year’s Eve Fizz & Canapes  Club tba 

January       

Monday 1 New Year’s Day Opening  Club 12.00- 

15.00 
Saturday 6 Swap Shop Birbury 10.30 

Sunday 7 Community Lunch    Club 12.30 

Friday 12 Mobile Library Club 11.40 

Tuesday 16 Parish Council Meeting Birbury 19.30 

Thursday 25 Coffee and Chat Birbury 10.30 

mailto:churchnews34@gmail.com

